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By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city is taking another stab at re- 
designing the shuttered Brooklyn House of 
Detention in its ongoing effort to expand 
the jail and install retail space in the At- 
lantic Avenue facility. 

The Department 
of Design and Con- 
struction will pay a de- 
veloper $240 mil- 


lion to enlarge the currently closed, 11-story, 
759-inmate prison into one that holds 1 ,469 
troubled souls, plus boasts ground-floor retail 
on bustling Atlantic Avenue. 

The city has long said that enlarging the 
pokey is necessary because its Rikers Island 
penal colony is crumbling, and the Depart- 
ment of Correction wants inmates closer to 
Downtown Brooklyn courts. 

But neighborhood groups have been criti- 
cal of all plans to expand the slammer, which 
is between Boerum Place and Smith Street 


Japanese! 


Brooklyn is blooming 
with Japanese art and 
culture. From the an- 
cient tradition of viewing 
cherry blossoms at the 
Brooklyn Botanic Gar- 
den to the Brooklyn Mu- 
seum's exhibit of utterly 
contemporary art by 
Takashi Murakami (pictured left and right), 
our borough has caught J-fever. GO Brook- 
lyn has the scoop on where to find the hip- 
hop DJs, rock bands, blossoms, film, cuisine 
and more from Nippon on pages 7-1 1 . 


it 


The cost 
of Victory 

Hospital sells for $45M 

By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A local businessman paid $45 million for Dyk- 
er Heights’ ailing Victory Memorial Hospital at an 
auction this week. 

Gabi Saadia offered the staggering sum for the 
soon-to-close medical center on March 31 . The re- 
mainder of the hospital’s $90-million debt will be 
slowly paid off by Saadia, said Tim Walsh, a lawyer 
for Victory. 

“The good news is that it’s not going to become 
condos,” said Bill Guarinello, chairman of the be- 
leaguered hospital’s board. “It’s going to remain 
healthcare related.” 

The 243-bed hospital filed for bankruptcy in 
2006, and a state commission subsequently recom- 
mended that it be shuttered. 

Since then, the 108-year-old hospital has laid off 
employees, lost its ambulances, and terminated its 
maternity unit — where hospital supporters state 
Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge) and Councilman 
Vince Gentile (D-Bay Ridge) were bom. 

The hospital will shut its ER and end in-patient 
care on June 30, but “but the nursing facility will 
remain open [under the new owner] ,” said Jeremy 
Johnson, another lawyer for the hospital, which is 
on 92nd Street. 


Toys for tots 

One-year-old Gabriel Rosenbaum plays janitor at the fake (no, 
really, fake), gas works inside the new Moxie Spot family restau- 
rant at 81 Atlantic Ave. in Brooklyn Heights. 


City pitches its $240M jail plan 


Circle of life (death) 

For every beginning, there is an ending, and animal lovers learned that lesson again 
last week. First, on Friday, the Prospect Park Zoo welcomed its newest arrival, a kanga- 
roo joey named Riley. But the next day, tragedy struck at the New York Aquarium in 
Coney Island, where a 43-year-old sand tiger shark Bertha sucked in her last gill-aided 
breath. That circle of life, folks; it giveth and it taketh away. 


GOING FOURTH 


Forlorn no longer, Brooklyn's 
boulevard seems ready for retail 


WATCHTOWER 

Eye-in-sky is talk of DUMBO 


and has been closed since 2003. 

The latest request for proposals is a far cry 
from the city’s effort last year, when it asked 
developers to integrate residential housing 
and retail into the complex. 

Such a request brought little interest — 
though Common Ground Council, Hamlin 
Ventures and Time Equities created a fanci- 
ful idea that included luxury housing and 
open space in a glass-walled doughnut 
around the jail (pictured). 

That proposal went nowhere because it 


called for demolishing the existing jail and 
replacing it with a smaller detention center 
— a vision that doesn’t mesh with the city 
plan for expanding the jail, said Department 
of Correction spokesperson Steven Morello. 

Another contentious proposal called for a 
public middle school on the premises. That 
idea was scotched within minutes after it was 
floated at a January meeting. 

Developers interested in expanding the jail 
should submit proposals to the Department 
of Correction by April 1 1. 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

There’s anew high-rise la ©UMBO, 
but this one isn’t residential. 

Police parked a two-story mobile patrol 
tower on Front Street between Adams and 
Pearl streets last week, directly beneath the 
Manhattan Bridge, puzzling residents of 
the quiet neighborhood who don’t think of 
the area as needing 24-hour surveillance. 

Cops usually install the hydraulic tow- 
ers, known as Sky Watch, in high-crime ar- 
eas. The 20-foot-tall platforms, equipped 
with cameras and various sensors, offer po- 
lice improved vantage points, while re- 
minding crooks that they’re being watched. 

In recent years, Sky Watch towers have 
been deployed in Harlem to combat drug 
trafficking. In February, police installed a 
surveillance tower on the comer of Nos- 
trand and St. Marks avenues in Crown 
Heights for the same stated reason. 

The latest Sky Watch installation is the 
talk of DUMBO, where the local popula- 
tion of artisans and trendsetters is growing 
accustomed to a beefed-up police pres- 
ence. After a crime wave during the sum- 
mer, extra officers — some from neigh- 
boring precincts — were called in as a 
show of force. 


Police have deployed this 24-hour 
watchtower in low-crime DUMBO. 


But never has the NYPD brought out 
the big gun — the Sky Watch. 

“It’s always seemed very quiet in the 
streets here,” said Elizabeth Maher, a 
Boerum Hill resident who hangs out in 
See SKY WATCH on page 1 2 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Retail finally looks ready to take off on 
Fourth Avenue, a run-down thoroughfare 
that has seen scores of new residential units 
in the past few years, but has been slow to 
cast off its identity as a commercial desert 
between Park Slope and Cobble Hill. 

Neighbors hankering for more shopping op- 
tions on what planners have billed as the future 
“Brooklyn Boulevard” can thank the avenue’s 
oft-derided 12-story towers for the good news. 
These buildings may offend the eye, rising like 
so many yellow teeth in a gingivitis-ridden 
mouth, but the flood of new residents has fi- 
nally created consumer demand. 

“Retail follows population changes,” said 
Roslyn Huebener, of Aguayo and Huebener 
Realty. 

Indeed, for every new building coming up 
with zero space for ground-floor retail, another 
is rising with space set aside for boutiques and 
gyms and restaurants. 

The Argyle, a 12-story, 59-unit tower to be 
completed by this end of this year, between 
Sixth and Seventh streets, may have no 
ground-floor retail. 

But developer Domenick Tonacchio’s 
planned 10-story, 49-unit building at the comer 
See FOURTH on page 1 4 


This building on Fourth Avenue and Warren Street has eight stories 
of housing with a parking garage instead of retail on the ground 
floor, bucking a trend on the future "Brooklyn Boulevard." 


Yards foes 
to sing to 
Supremes 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Atlantic Yards project is 
heading to the Supreme Court — if 
the Court will have it, that is. 

Eleven Brooklynites who still own 
land in the foot- 
print of the mega- 
project asked 
the High Court 
on Monday to 
examine the 
state’s use of em 
nent domain to make 
way for Bmce Rat- 
ner’s development — 
and at least one ex- 
pert gave the case a 
good chance of be- 
ing heard by the i 
Court, which turns 
down 99 percent of I 
the 8,000 petitions 
it receives every year. 

“The petition is very well written, 
so there’s a chance,” said attorney 
Michael Rikon, who once represented 
plaintiffs fighting eminent domain at 
Ratner’s Metrotech project. 

Two months ago, Rikon said the 
odds were “extremely slim” that the 
case, Goldstein v. Pataki, would be 
accepted. But he said on Wednesday, 
“I’ve changed my opinion” because 
the plaintiffs, who include Freddy’s 
Bar and Daniel Goldstein of Develop 
Don’t Destroy Brooklyn, may have 
found an inconsistency in the Court’s 
landmark 2005 Kelo de- 


Traditionally, 
courts have allowed t 
governments to seize a. 
privately owned land f 
for public projects ‘ 1 
like highways. And 
Kelo expanded the ’ . 

definition of “public . + 

benefit” to include the 
positive impacts of eco- 
nomic development on a “blighted” 
community. 

But the court also said that the state 
can’t seize land “under the mere pre- 
text of a public purpose when [the] 
actual purpose [is] to bestow a private 

That same 5—4 decision also held 
that courts must defer to a given state 
legislature’s determination of what is 
and is not in the public benefit. 

But the Goldstein v. Pataki plain- 
tiffs, who have lost two prior rounds 
in this battle, want the Supremes to al- 
low lower courts to determine if gov- 
ernment is using its eminent domain 
power properly — namely that it is 
truly for public benefit, not for the 
gain of a developer. 

The issue is central to Atlantic 
Yards, because opponents argue that 
the so-called public benefit of the 
now-truncated 16-skyscraper arena, 
residential, office space 
and hotel project w 
merely a sham de- 
signed to get Ratner j 
through the ap- 
proval process. 

“The arena for Rat- i 
ner’s professional bas- I 
ketball team is no more \ J 

a public benefit than the X 
planned hotel,” reads the 
petition. “Both . . . will be 
available to the public — for a price.” 

The petition also argues that if the 
project were indeed intended for the 
public’s benefit, the state would have 
had a long planning process, and then 
held a bidding process to choose the 
best developer — a process that did 
not happen at Atlantic Yards. 

Warner Johnston, a spokesman for 
the Empire State Development Cor- 
poration, which spearheaded the proj- 
See SUPREMES on page 1 2 









Rated Best Sofas 

New York Magazine's 
2007 Best of New York 



BUSINESS BRIEFS 

Compiled by Mariel Cohn 


Spring goods 
at Sid’s on Jay 

There’s a massive display of gardening supplies at Sid's 
Hardware, the largest hardware store, lumber yard and 
home center in Downtown Brooklyn. Sid’s has been servicing 
the community, residentially and commercially, since 1932. 

At their easy-to- 
get-to location near 
Metrotech, you’ll 
find virtually every 
hardware item, and 
an exceptionally 
knowledgable sales 
staff that bends 
over backwards to 
help shoppers in 
every way they can 

— whether it’s cut- J - 

ting lumber for a 
precise fit, deliver- 
ing small or large 
items throughout 
Brownstone Brook- 
lyn, or fixing locks 
and cutting keys. 

There are plenty Galit Gold of Sid's Hardware, 
of barbecue grills 

and patio furniture in stock, now that spring is here. 

And don’t forget to ask for 15 percent off your purchas- 
es — when you use Sid’s weekly coupon in The Brooklyn 
Paper (you’ll find it this week on page 4). 

Sid's Hardware, 345 Jay St., between Tillary and Willoughby 
streets. (718) 875-2259, open Monday through Friday 8 am to 
6:15 pm, Saturday 8 am to 5:45 pm, Sunday 10 am to 4:45 pm. 

Light up at Lamp Warehouse 

You may be surprised to hear that the laigest lighting show- 
room in all of the five boroughs is right here in Brooklyn! 

At Lamp Warehouse, situated between Sunset Park 
and Borough Park, the inventory includes lighting of all 
sizes and varieties, as well as an assortment of ceiling fans. 

Whether for home or office, Lamp Warehouse will find 
the perfect item for your budget. They also repair all types 
of lighting fixtures, and have a huge selection of bulbs and 
lampshades. The best selling items at the moment are the 
Casablanca ceiling fans, the Schonbek crystal chandeliers, 
and pendant island lights. 

Lamp Warehouse is located at 1 073 39th St, corner Fort 
Hamilton Parkway, open Monday, Tuesday and Friday 9 am 
to 5:30 pm, Thursday 9 am to 8 pm, Saturday and Sunday 
10 am to 5 pm. Closed Wednesday. (718) 436-2207. 

Greyhound from Brooklyn to 
Atlantic City... and beyond 

Three years ago. Greyhound buses started servicing 
customers in Brooklyn with a convenient new Downtown 
Brooklyn location — now there are fewer reasons to travel 
to the Port Authority Bus Terminal! At the Brooklyn termi- 
nal, customers can purchase bus tickets in advance and find 
low fares and comfy seats to dozens of destinations. 

Greyhound now has a best-selling roundtrip to Atlantic 
City — for the low cost of $33, you can gamble or vaca- 
tion in Atlantic City and have a guaranteed seat on a Grey- 
hound bus back to Brooklyn up to four days later, plus you 
get $20 in bonus casino money. 

Greyhound also offers discounts for students and 25 per- 
cent off package shipping from Brooklyn (bring the pack- 
age to them, or they can pick it up from you for a fee). 

Greyhound Bus, 288 Livingston St. between Bond and 
Nevins streets. Open 7 days a week, 8:30 am to 7:30 pm. 
Call (718) 222-8470 for more information. 

Every family need Moxie 

The new Moxie Spat is a unique family friendly restau- 
rant that welcomes kids of all ages. 

The large two-level space, on Atlantic Avenue between 
Henry and Hicks streets in Brooklyn Heights, is filled with 
arts and crafts, 
blocks, toys, board 
games, foosball ta- 
bles, and classes for 
little ones. It’s all 
about fun and 
games, and reason- 
ably priced food. 

The laige menu is 
filled with healthy 
and organic choices 
for people with all 
different tastes to 
enjoy. Moxie Spot is 
a great place for 
children to play and 
eat a healthy, afford- 
able meal, while 
parents relax and enjoy themselves. The restaurant offers free 
coffee with breakfast, as well as free refills on drinks. 

Moxie Spot, 81 Atlantic Ave., between Henry and Hicks 
streets, (718) 923-9710, open 7 days a week from 8 am to 
9:30 pm. 

Invitations galore at Court 

Amidst the boxes of file folders, adding machines and 
office furniture, there is a great source for fancy invitations. 
Court Street Office Supply store, across from Borough 
Hall, offers hundreds of styles of quality invitations for all 
kinds of events, as well as custom ordered invitations to fit 
the needs of every costumer, all at a reasonable price. 
Shoppers can count on individualized attention as well. 

Court Street Office Supply, 44 Court St. between Jorale- 
mon and Remsen streets, open Monday through Thursday 
9 am to 6:30 pm, Friday till 1 pm, Sunday 11 am to 4:30 
pm. (718) 625-5571. www.CourtStreetGraphics.com. 



ie: Great family dining. 


O BrooklynShops 

The Brooklyn Paper’s Guide to Local Services Sc Merchants 


Art Gallery Computer Real Estate Shipping 


Brooklyn 

Artisans 

Gallery 

221A Court St. (718) 330-0343 


Mac Support Store 

168 Seventh St. (718) 312-8341 



Bookmark Shoppe 

6906 "tlth Ave. (718) 680-3680 



Brooklyn Frame Works 

142 Fifth Ave. (718) 399-6613 


Seventh Ave. Framing ^ 

374 7th Ave. (718) 832-0655 




88 Atlantic Ave. (347) 844-9034 


Clinton Nails 

400 Fifth Ave. (718) 369-3103 


.Brooklyn Dog House 


Six Ave Animal Clinic 

horn, lltll's prescriptions diets, skin 

207 Sixth Ave. * (718) 789-7170 


309 Court Street (718) 875-5403 


BrooklynPaper.com 


Eastern Athletic 

43* Clark St. * (718)* 625-0500 



Alan R. Kling MD 

Dermatology 

27 Eighth Ave. (718) 636-0425 


Court Street Graphics 

44 Court St. (718) 625-5771 

Rolling Press 

15 Denton PI. * (718) 625-6800 



Debbie’s Reins & Things 

332 Douglass St. (718) 797-5288 
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THE - 

stoop 

NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT 


We need a real 
supermarket! 

T he fastest way to strengthen 
a neighborhood’s heart is to 
feed its stomach. 

So say people in Carroll Gar- 
dens, who want to see a supermar- 
ket in the old Longshoremen’s 
medical center on Court and Union 
streets. How widespread is the de- 
sire to have a supermarket? Even 
the owners of some of the specialty 
shops on Court Street — the very 
stores that would have to compete 
against a big grocery store — sup- 
port the idea of competition. 

The Clarett Group acquired the 
longshoremen’s building at 340 
Court St. last year and the company plans to build a seven- 
story building. That’s too tall for some people, but there’s a 
silver lining: Clarett wants the project to include a supermar- 
ket on the ground floor. It’s a much-needed amenity. 

Walk five blocks north or south from 340 Court St. and 
you’ll pass at least 12 small food shops — including F. Mon- 
teleone & Cammareri bakery, K&Y Fruit and Vegetables and 
D’Amico’s Coffee. The specter of one-stop shopping and low- 
er prices of a Key Food or C-Town might seem like a death 
knell for the nearby independents, but supermarkets and local 
specialty shops can peacefully coexist. In fact, they always 
did on Court Street — until, ironically, the Key Food closed 
about two years ago (it’s now a CVS). Indeed, some of the 
small, mom and pop food stores miss their bigger neighbor. 

“It was better before the Key Food closed,” said Lenny 
Cristino, the baker and co-owner of Monteleone & Cammare- 
ri. “More people [were] walking up and down the strip.” 
Indeed, many shoppers keep coming back to the mom and 
pop stores, but some longtime residents can be bought for the 
lowest prices. 

“I shop for the sales,” said Mark Karwowski, who had just 
bought produce at K&Y and a morning nosh at D’Amico’s. 
“I’m not loyal to any store.” 

This mercenary mentality could lead to the death of the lo- 
cal fruit and vegetable stand or butchers — but only if the su- 
permarket has high-quality items at low prices, which would 
clearly be a win for local consumers. 

Still, some Carroll Gardeners are torn about how to save 
money when shopping, yet preserve the neighborhood’s char- 
acter. It requires a balancing act, said resident Katia Kelly. 

“I try to do one big shopping out at Pathmark two times a 
month, and the rest of the time shop at the small shops on 
Court Street,” she said. 

That’s a woman after my own heart. A little extra effort 
and everyone wins. 

Mike McLaughlin is a staff reporter at The Brooklyn Paper. 



Mike McLaughlin 


THE KITCHEN SINK 

Brooklyn Heights: Brendan Dugan just got tapped to 
be the new president at Si. Francis College. Dugan replaces 
Frank Macchiarola, who led the Remsen Street institution 
for 12 years. Dugan, a St. Francis alumnus (’68), was chair- 
man and CEO of the metro New York division of Sovereign 
Bancorp. We wish him luck. . . . Insurgent state Senate candi- 
date Daniel Squadron, running to unseat longtime incum- 
bent Marty Connor this fall, scored the Working Families 
Party endorsement. That’s nice, but he’ll need a squadron of 
lawyers to get on the ballot, if election law expert Connor 
holds to his usual form. . . . Cobble Hill Councilmember Bill 
DeBlasio reached a compromise with the mayor on his bill 
to launch a recycling program for televisions, computers and 
other electronic gadgets. It’s going to happen, you e-wasters, 
so get ready to e-cycle! . . . Boroughwide: Our friends at the 
gay and lesbian political clubhouse, the Lambda Indepen- 
dent Democrats, have new co-presidents, Terrance Knox 
and Dan "Double L" Willson. But, more important, they’re 
having a party on April 17 at DUMBO’s Water Street Res- 
taurant. The goal is to “see more of you,” the co-leaders 
said. We know they mean that in a political sense. Call (718) 
361-3322. . . . Ran into former congressional candidate — and, 
if you ask him, future borough president — Chris Owens on 
the subway the other day. Owens is now president of the Cen- 
tral Brooklyn Independent Democrats, but don’t look 
for another campaign just yet. He needs to put some fuel in 
the oP tank. . . . Downtown: Students at Urban Assembly 
School of Music and Art are collecting spare pennies for 
charity. How about heading to the school, which is at 49 Flat- 
bush Ave. Ext., right by the Manhattan Bridge, and emptying 
your pockets? Call (718) 858-0249 x7082 for info. . . . DUM- 
BO: Larry Leonardi and the gang at Front Street Pizza 
have done it again. Fresh from the success of their taco slice, 
the maestros have created a spicy turkey corn chowder 
that’s worth a trip (from Brooklyn Heights even)! . . . Carroll 
Gardens: More evidence of the existance of Sanfrooklyn: 
Our pal Susan Weintrob (who is not related to our publish- 
ers, by the way) is leaving Hannah Senesh Community 
Day School, that Smith Street private powerhouse, to take a 

job in San Francisco. Weintrob ran the school for six years 

Park Slope: Our pal, Nica Lalli, had an op-ed in USA Today 
about raising her atheist kids. You tell ’em, Nica. . . . Get the 
kids ready for the NYPD’s annual “Unity Showcase Festival” 
on Sunday, April 13. A police source told The Brooklyn Paper 
it’s the equivalent of a trip to Epcot Center, except instead of 
countries of the world, the exhibits are about the neighbor- 
hoods of the borough. It’s from 11 am to 5 pm in Bartel-Prit- 
chard Circle at Prospect Park West and Prospect Park 
Southwest. E-mail: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 


FORT GREENE 


It’s just a dirty shame! 

Residents of housing project must walk a half-hour to 
clean their clothes since city shut down laundry room 


THE LONG MARCH 

Residents of the Farragut Houses must walk close to a mile to get to the nearest Laun- 
dromats (L) because the project's washer-dryer center has been closed for almost a year. 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

And you thought your 
laundry situation was the pits. 
Try walking a mile in these 
folks’ shoes — literally. 

Hundreds of residents of a 
public housing project in Vin- 
egar Hill have been forced to 
walk nearly a mile to do their 
laundry ever since the on-site 
Laundromat closed last year. 

Farragut Houses, the city- 
run, 10-tower complex of 
3,440 residents, has zero laun- 
dry facilities within a nearly 
20-block radius. 

“It is almost a year since 
we’ve had a Laundromat,” said 
Ines, 64, who declined to give 

So at about 7 am last Friday, 
there was Ines, setting out 
from the intersection of Navy 
Street and Flushing Avenue 
with a cart piled high with 
laundry, making the first steps 
of a 25-minute walk to a Laun- 
dromat on Myrtle Avenue. 

“It’s terrible,” said Ines, who 
added that the trip was espe- 
cially difficult thanks to her 
respiratory problems. 

As Ines made it home at 
around 10:30, another Farragut 
House resident appeared at the 
intersection. Jerry was just be- 
ginning his journey to Myrtle 
Avenue, like Ines, pushing a 
black metal cart piled with 
laundry. 

Also like Ines, he supports a 
city plan to tear down a row of 
dilapidated homes just inside 
the wall of the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard at the corner of Navy 
Street and Flushing Avenue. 

“When they put in a super- 
market, they should put in a 
Laundromat, too,” he said. 


The weekly march to one of 
the two Myrtle Avenue Laun- 
dromats — one at North Port- 
land Avenue, the other at Carl- 
ton Avenue — would not be 
necessary if the city found an- 
other operator for the base- 
ment laundry space at 191 
Sand St., which was closed last 
year because it “was not up to 


code,” said Howard Marder, 
spokesman for the New York 
City Housing Authority. 

He added that there “is no 
immediate plan” to put a new 
laundry facility into the Far- 
ragut Houses. 

“Our capital projects division 
is doing a cost estimate to find 
out what it will cost to put that 


facility back into compliance, 
and then we would have to do a 
[request for proposals] to find 
someone to run it,” said Marder. 

Some residents, like tenants 
association President Deborah 
Stewart, have their own wash- 
ing machines. But many oth- 
ers, she said, make the “long 
and very inconvenient” walk 
to Myrtle. 

Or, like her neighbor Debo- 
rah Ansley, they rely on rela- 
tives to drive them out of the 
neighborhood. 

“I have a daughter who lives 
out in East New York, and she 
comes and drives me,” said 
Ansley, who has two herniated 
discs so she cannot make the 
trek to the Laundromat. 

Unlike other gentrified 
neighborhoods, DUMBO, 
which borders the Farragut 
Houses, has no Laundromats 
— though there are plenty of 
coffee shops and restaurants 
and no less than two modern 
design shops. 

In part, that’s because all of 
the new luxury developments 
have a washer and dryer in 

Circumstances aren’t much 
better at neighboring housing 
projects, according to Ed 
Brown, the president of the In- 
gersoll Tenants Association in 
Fort Greene. 

Ingersoll hasn’t had a Laun- 
dromat in more than 11 years. 
Meanwhile, the Laundromat 
directly across the street from 
the project has been demol- 
ished to make way for John 
Castimatidis’s luxury residen- 
tial development — one that 
the Gristedes owner has put 
off indefinitely, thanks to the 

Brown is trying to work 
with the city’s NYCHA and 
elected officials to remedy the 
problem. 

Indeed, Councilwoman Le- 
titia James (D-Fort Greene) 
said she’s trying to allocate 
funding to rebuild the projects’ 
laundry facilities. 



Green future at old Yard 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Even as the economy shrinks, the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard continues to grow. 

Last week, the development corporation that 
manages the site requested proposals for a new, 
green, and at least four-story-tall industrial 
building at a dilapidated corner of the Yard, 
next to the NYPD’s reviled tow pound. 

The open bidding on the site, inside the Yard 
near the corner of Sands and Navy streets, 
marks just the latest in a series of expansions for 
the booming city-owned industrial park, which 
stretches from Vinegar Hill to Williamsburg. 

Since 2006, the Yard has announced 1.3 mil- 
lion square feet of new development, amounting 
to $250 million in private investment. 

“There is a strong demand for industrial 
space at the Yard,” said Navy Yard President 
Andrew Kimball, who added that the yard’s 44 
buildings were already 99 percent full. 



The Navy Yard Tow Pound as it looks today 
(top) and a century ago (above). 


Even better, the next time you get your car 
towed, you’ll be able to retrieve it after passing 
through an entirely renovated Sands Street en- 
trance. The imposing blue NYPD gateway will 
be removed and some of the original, early 
1900s stonework and turrets will be restored. 

Construction starts this summer. 



CRAFTING QUALITY ONE FRAME AT A 


- CONSERVATION PICTURE FRAMING. 

• NY Sr BROOKLYN ANTIQUE MAPS, 

PRINTS Sr POSTCARDS. 

PHOTO FRAMES/READY-MADE FRAMES. 

• JAPANESE WOODBLOCK PRINTS. 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR INFO ABOUT 
UPCOMING GALLERY SHOWS AND EVENTS! 



m Now Open in Brooklyn. 

The Mac Support Store 

Brooklyn's First Apple Authorized Repair Shop! 



Mac and iPod Repair Data Recovery New Macs for sale 
168 7’ h Street and 3 rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11215 
718-312-8341 

9-6 weekdays, 1 0-4 Saturday / www.macsupportstore.com 


We BRING ITALY 
TO YOU! 





5ssa 

BRICK OVEN PIZZA 

rroll Gardens • 552 Court St. (at West 9th St) 
1 block from Smith/9th Subway Stop 
718-875-1384 • Open Tues. - Sun. 


)|00jjEWEB-g BY SATNBCkIIQQi 

WE’RE BUYING!!! || 

GOLD, SILVER, DIAMONDS, ™ 
COIN, WATCHES, ETC... 


CASH ON THE SPOT 
HIGHEST PRICES PAID!!! 


Jewels by Satnick 

87 State Street 852-14 

(between Court and Boerum) - DCA #12726< 

jj oro.e Hours: M-F 10am to 6:30pm, Sat. Ham t 
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Visit our Expanded 


PASSOVER 

SECTION 


We have (or will get you) 
everything you need for 
your Seder Table. 

“We’re not just Matzo” 

Pick Quick Key Food 

5th Avenue/Corner Baltic St. 

* Plenty of Free Parking * 



DOWNTOWN 

BROOKLYN 

PAINT SUPPLY 

HEADQUARTERS 

10% OFF 

ALL STORE MERCHANDISE 


AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 

85 COUrt Str66t in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • mm m • (718) 243-0844 


We Print Stuff 

& FSC Papers 

Chemical-Free 
CTP Production 

Wind Power 

r 

ROLLING PRESS 

Brochures 

an environmentally-friendly 
boutique print house 

Postcards 

Catalogs 


Magazines 

718 625 6800 T 
718 625 0669 F 

Marketing 

Collateral 

www.rollingpress.com 

Etc. e? 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 ^ daycare S boarding 

AA 718 222-4900 

\y 7am-l0pm weekdays, Qam-lOpm weekends 




lunds - fun S SAFE 
.. — your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 6 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Don't walk — run! — to 

BrooklynPaper.com 
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It's All in April 
at Union Temple 

KINDERGARTEN KEF 

Sunday, April 6 from 11 :00 a.m. to 1 :00 p.m. 

A fun-filled Jewish activity group for children ages 4 to 5. 
Crafts, fun games, stories, and music. Every first Sunday. 

TOT SHABBAT 

Saturday, April 19 from 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
Singing, dancing, and a little Hebrew for toddlers, 
preschoolers, and their adult guests - 
with song leader Debbie Brukman. Every third Saturday. 
FAMILY SERVICE & POTLUCK DINNER 
Friday, April 4 at 6:30 p.m 
Lots of music! Great food! Every first Friday. 

Special for Moms & Daughters 
Rosh Chodesh Seder & Book Discussion 
YOU NEVER CALL! YOU NEVER WRITE! 

A History of the Jewish Mother by Joyce Antler 
Sunday, April 6 at 10:00 a.m. 

A morning of stimulation, 

sharing, laughter — and a mouth-watering spread. 
EVERYONE ALWAYS WELCOME! 






Tired of the usuaC 
hunchtime fare ? 
Try Tfanatoril 


Nanai art 

JAFAXCSC ReSZHMXHr 

162 Montague Street (at Clinton Street) 
Brooklyn Heights- 71 8-S22-5S55 
Open 7 Days a Week 
Fast, Free Delivery 


Chinese Cuisine fr 
Vegeterian Nutrition 

Fast, Free Delivery 
Open 7 Days A Week 
Party Orders Welcome 
1 5% Senior Discount 


| 1HME3 


162 Montague St. 
Brooklyn Heights 
(718) 522.SS65/66 
ix (718) S22.1205 (24 hr.) 


Now moving takes 
less out of you. 


Full service movers 
Fully insured & bonded 
Small & big jobs 
Residential & 
commericial 
Available 7 day a week 
Call for free quote 
Includes $60 in 



The UPS Store ® 

20fe 

of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks st) 
718-802-0900 

The UPS Store’ 

Sunday: 10am to 3 pm 



Two women, two thefts, too bad 


The Brooklyn Paper 


78th Precinct 


Park Slope 

Two thieves pounced when 
two women put their purses 
down during separate shopping 
expeditions this week. 

In the first case, the 35-year- 
old victim was shopping at an 
Eighth Avenue organic market at 
around 5 pm. She placed both 
her jacket and purse on the 
ground as she lifted up her baby. 
She then picked up her jacket, 
but neglected to grab her purse as 
well, cops said. 

When she went back to check 
for it, it was gone from the store, 
which is at the comer of 13th 

The purse-snatcher got an 
iPhone, various credit and ATM 
cards, checks, a Coach wallet and 
a few DVDs — more than 
$1,000 in loot, cops said. 

In the second incident, a 
woman’s wallet was stolen out of 
her purse as she shopped on Sev- 
enth Avenue on March 26. 

The 56-year-old woman said 
she placed her purse beside her 
as she was trying on shoes at a 
popular chain location between 
Union and President streets. 

When she went to pay for her 
new pumps, she noticed her purse 
was dry — the wallet, including 
credit and debit cards, was missing. 

iPod iGone 

A perp cornered and robbed a 
man as he attempted to enter his 
President Street home early on 
March 30. 

The victim said he was walk- 
ing between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues at around 2 am, but just 
as he entered his building, the 
suspect approached and blocked 
the door, cops said. 

“Give me your iPod!” the thief 
screamed, thrusting his hand into 
the 25-year-old victim’s pocket. 

The perp fled with the fancy 
nano-device. 

Bad medicine 

A man stole a doctor’s purse 
from her Flatbush avenue office 
on March 26. 

The 33-year-old victim told 
cops that a man entered her office, 
which is between Dean and 
Bergen streets, as she was examin- 
ing a patient at around 10:30 am. 

After politely asking for a job, 
the suspect reached behind the 
counter, grabbed her bag and ran 
out the front door. The bag con- 
tained $200. 

Dischord 

A perp tricked a man out of a 
fancy guitar at his Fourth Avenue 
apartment on March 24. 

The 39-year-old victim thought 
he sold the $3,000 bass guitar to a 
man who provided two money 
orders. But when the musician 
left his apartment, which is be- 
tween Douglass and Degraw 
streets, to cash the money orders, 
he found out they were fakes, 
cops said. — Emily Lavin 


77th Precinct 


Prospect Heights 

Teens attack 

Two teens attacked and robbed 
a bicycle deliveryman on Plaza 
Street East near Butler Place on 
March 27 — but they didn’t get far 
before cops collared them. 

The 20-year-old deliveryman 
was punched in the face and his 
cellphone and $100 were taken 
from his pockets in the 7:30 pm 
incident. 

Police later picked up a 14- 
year-old and a 19-year-old. 

Ticket to ride 

Cops collared a man who got 
angry after being handed a ticket 
for drinking in a Washington Av- 
enue playground on March 30. 

The anger exploded after a 
cop gave the man a ticket at 
around 4:30 pm in the play- 
ground near Pacific Street. The 
alleged public drinker yelled at 
the officer and threw the ticket 
and his ID card to the ground. 

When the officer took the ID, 
the man tried to retrieve it from the 
officer’s hands. That’s always a 
bad move — and, indeed, the cop 
not only wrestled it back from the 
man, but slapped on the cuffs, too. 

Who’s the boss? 

A 30-year-old woman who 
had just gotten fired, slammed 
her former boss’s arm in a door 
at their office near the comer of 
Atlantic and Washington avenues 
on March 27. 

But it didn’t stop there. After the 
4:30 pm incident, cops said that the 
woman made threatening phone 
calls to the 65-year-old man. 

— Chris Cascarano 


84th Precinct 


Brooklyn Heights-DUMBO- 

Downtown-Boerum Hill 

Cash cab 

A cabbie picked up a woman 
— but she picked up his wallet — 
on March 26. 

Cops say that the driver got 
out of his taxi on the comer of 
Sands and Gold streets at around 
10:30 pm to help a woman put 
her stroller in his cab. 

That’s when the passenger 
turned criminal, creeping to the 
front of the cab and snatching the 
driver’s wallet from a cup-holder. 

Once she had the wallet, 
which contained $65, credit cards 
and IDs, she suddenly told the 
cabbie she didn’t need a ride. He 
driver drove off, only to realize 
that his wallet was gone. 

Bag it up 

A thug who tried to grab a 
woman’s handbag on March 28 
had to give up his quest when the 
woman fought back. 


The would-be-thug trailed the 
woman along Pacific Street at 
around 2 pm, snatching her bag 
when they were between Hoyt 
and Smith streets. 

But when the crook ran off to- 
wards Smith Street, the victim 
gave chase, cops say. Realizing 
that he was being pursued, the 
thief dropped the bag and fled. 

Teenage riot 

A crowd of teenagers badg- 
ered a Harlem man into handing 
over his iPod on March 26 near 
the comer of Flatbush Avenue 
Extension and Concord Street. 

Three or four adolescents 
jumped the man at around 4 pm 
and accused him of bumping into 
one member of the posse. 

When the man attempted to 
walk around the group, one of 
the teens barred his path. 

“Give me your iPod,” he de- 
manded. 

The victim handed over the 
popular digital music device, and 
the thieves fled. 

Pick pocket! 

A crowded City Tech elevator 
became a crime scene on March 
26 when a pickpocket snatched a 
fancy cellphone from a woman’s 
pants at around 6 pm. 

Before the victim had boarded 
the elevator at the school, which is 
on Jay Street between Johnson 
and Tillary streets, she clipped her 
Sidekick cellphone to her pocket. 

But when she got off the 
crowded elevator, she noticed 
that her phone was gone, accord- 
ing to police. 

Grab and go 

A crook took the money and 
cabbed on March 30. 

The thief spotted the woman 
on the comer of Hanover Place 
and Livingston Street at around 6 
pm and grabbed $500 right out 
of her hand. 

With the cash in hand, he 
jumped in a cab and headed west 
on Livingston Street, cops say. 

— Ben Muessig 


90th Precinct 


Williamsburg-Bushwick 

Oopsy-daisy 

A thief acted quickly, not only 
seizing the ATM card of a 25-year- 
old man who had left the debit 
card inside an ATM on March 26, 
but withdrawing $280 before the 
victim could cancel the account. 

The absent-minded South Sixth 
Street man had left the card inside 
the bank, at Broadway and Have- 
meyer Street, at 7 pm, cops said. 

Knifepoint robs 

There were at least three rob- 
beries at knifepoint this week in 
Williamsburg. 

In the first incident, a thug 
threatened to slit a 23-year-old’s 
throat on March 25 unless he 
emptied his pockets. 

“This is not a joke,” said the 
hoodlum, who grabbed his vic- 
tim from behind at 7:30 pm at 
the comer of Grattan Street and 
Morgan Avenue. “Give me your 
money or I’ll cut you.” 

The victim handed over $44, 
and the thug fled. 

In the second incident, three 
hungry hoodlums robbed a deliv- 
eryman as he was carrying Chi- 
nese food to a Manhattan Avenue 
apartment on March 27. 

The deliveryman, 25, was 
bringing food to an apartment in 
the building, between Seigel and 
McKibbin streets, at 9:25 pm, 
when three thugs emerged from 
the stairwell, pulled out a knife and 
demanded his money and food. 

The victim handed over $200, 
a cellphone and $22 worth of 
Chinese food. 

And in the third incident, a 
28-year-old woman entering her 
Broadway apartment building at 
9:35 pm on March 29 was ap- 
proached by a strange man who 
pulled a large knife. 

The tenant of the building, be- 
tween Berry and South Sixth 



FOWL PLAY! 


Did Gristedes 
fire begin in rotisserie? 



By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Black smoke filled the air in Brooklyn 
Heights on Tuesday night after a large fire 
broke out inside the deli deparment of the 
Gristedes supermarket on Henry Street — a 
blaze that possibly started in a rotisserie 
chicken device. 

Employees and shoppers fled the grocery 
on Tuesday, when thick smoke engulfed the 
aisles. Twelve units responded 
to the 5:52 pm call, bringing 
60 firefighters to battle the 
blaze. 

A fire official on the scene 
said that the blaze was electri- 
cal in nature and it “started to- 
wards the front of the store.” 

And an employee told The 
Brooklyn Paper that the fire 
started “in the back of the deli 
department,” where Gristedes 
had those rotisserie units. 

The employee, who gave 
the name Sanford, added that 
the store was severely dam- 
aged from “the smoke and the 
water” — and the FDNY offi- 
cer certainly agreed with that 

“The store is trashed,” he 
said. “Entirely trashed.” 

The street didn’t look much 
better. To gain access to the blaze, firefighters 
had to smash the store’s front windows, leav- 
ing glass strewn across the sidewalk. 

Cops reported no injuries. 

The smoke attracted neighbors, who gath- 
ered behind police tape between Clark and 


Firefighters admire their handiwork outside the 
Henry Street Gristedes. 


streets, gave the thief her $400 
iPod, a $70 wallet, a credit card, 
an ATM card, a $76 MetroCard, 
and a German identification card 
worth $120. 

Guitar stolen 

A $4,000 1962 Epiphone 
Coronet guitar was stolen from a 
Driggs Avenue shop on March 
28, cops said. 

The victim, 3 1 , discovered the 
theft at 7:45 pm at his store, 
Southside Guitars, which is be- 
tween South Second and South 
Third streets. He has since of- 
fered a reward for any informa- 
tion leading to the ax’s return. 

“I will pay $500 for the gui- 
tar’s safe return and $500 for in- 
formation leading to the arrest and 
conviction of the thief,” reads the 
post on Craigslist. “I can be 
reached at (917) 723-9434.” 

The thief won’t get the mone- 
tary reward, though he or she will 
get a reward of another sort — the 
victim won’t press charges. 

Purse snatched 

A Graham Avenue resident’s 
purse was snatched in front of 
her own home on March 29. 

The victim, 32, told cops she 
was between Meserole and Sc- 
holes streets at 1:20 am when a 
stranger ran up to her, grabbed the 
$675 bag from her hand, and fled. 

Inside the pricey satchel she 
was carrying $30, her ID and her 
house keys. 

Ransacked 

A thief broke into a Graham 
Avenue shop last week, stealing 
cash and cellphones. 

The incident happened at some 
point between 6:30 pm on March 
22 and 11:40 am on March 30. 
Cops believe the thief broke in 
through a mailbox connecting the 
store with a hallway leading to 
neighboring apartments. 

The victim, a 45-year-old man, 
said $3,500 and the two phones 
were stolen from the shop, be- 
tween Moore and Seigel streets. 

— Dana Rubinstein 


68th Precinct 


Bay Ridge 

Bad workers 

Two suspects posing as main- 
tenance workers attempted to rob 
a 70th Street house on March 27. 

The 85-year-old victim told 
cops that she was at home with her 
husband at around 1 pm when the 
men, dressed in plain white uni- 
forms, knocked on the door. 

“I need to check your water 
because there was a main break 
on 12th Avenue,” said the first 
suspect. 

While one of the perps led the 
couple into the bathroom to 
check the water, the other suspect 
sneaked up from the basement 
into the bedroom and took mon- 
ey out of drawer. 


But the woman spotted him 
and yelled out, “Hey!” sending 
the thief and his accomplice out 
the door with $2,000. 

Double trouble 

Thieves broke into two homes 
on the same block last week, 
cops said. 

In the first case, on March 24, 
the 44-year-old 73rd Street resi- 
dent told cops that he left the 
house, which is between 11th and 
12th avenues, at around 12:30 am. 

When he returned 14 hours 
later, he noticed that $2,000 in 
cash and jewelry had been taken. 

Four days later, a thief entered 
another home on the block and 
stole $800. 

More burgs 

Two other homes were bur- 
glarized last week. 

On March 27, a suspect 
forced open the door of a 12th 
Avenue home, taking laptops and 
cameras from the 54-year-old 
and 78-year-old who live in the 
apartment, which is between 
69th and 70th streets. 

Two days later, a thief broke 
into an apartment in an apartment 
building on Ridge Boulevard be- 
tween 93rd and 94th streets. The 
30-year-old victim told cops that 
when she returned home around 
7 pm to find her laptop and credit 
and debit cards missing. 

Mean street 

Three men robbed a woman 
in broad daylight on Fourth Av- 
enue on March 29. 

The 58-year-old victim had 
just withdrawn $300 from the 
ATM at a pizzeria on the comer 
of 92nd Street. 


While she was still counting 
her money, the suspects ap- 
proached, grabbed the cash and 
ran away. — Emily Lavin 


76th Precinct 


Carroll Gardens-Cobble Hill 
Red Hook 

Two murders 

Two murders shocked nor- 
mally quiet South Brooklyn last 
week — the first involving the 
stabbing of a man and the other a 
murder-suicide. 

In the first grisly incident, cops 
have arrested a 32-year-old man 
and charged him with killin g San- 
jeer Seekomar, 34, who was dis- 
covered dead on the floor in his 
ransacked Carroll Street apart- 
ment between Hoyt and Bond 

The murderer had stabbed 
Seekomar in the neck and may 
have been in the apartment for a 
romantic liaison, the Daily News 
reported. 

In the second case, a 58-year- 
old man allegedly strangled his 
wife to death with the fabric belt 
from her bathrobe in their 
Richard Street apartment be- 
tween Wolcott and Sullivan 
streets on March 29. Police dis- 
covered the husband at 9:51 am 
with self-inflicted stab wounds to 
his chest and arms. He was taken 
to Lutheran Medical Center. 

Insult to injury 

A looter broke into a commer- 
cial safe in a Hicks Street business 
on March 26 — hours after the 
building was damaged in a fire. 

Details of the blaze are un- 
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Harbor Motor Inn 



• 25 years in business 

• Convenient location 

(off Exit 5 on the Belt Pkwy, 
B6 bus stops in front) 


• Ample parking on premises 

• 24 hour security 

• Easy Taxi Cab Access 

• Food Deliveries 


Harbor Motor Inn 
1730 Shore Parkway 
(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: (718) 946-9200 _ 

Fn Fax: (718) 266-0888 M 


GARDENING * BBQ GRILLS 
OUTDOOR FURNITURE 


27,000 sq.ft SUPERSTORE!!! 

"House of a million items" 




SID'S HARDWARE 

345 Jay Street 

(Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets) 

Downtown Brooklyn 
(718) 875-2259 
Open 7 Days - We Deliver 


WWW.S 




save: 

15% OFF] 

with this | 


clear, but according to the propri- 
etor, a prowler stole $1 ,000 from 
his vault after the FDNY left the 
scene between Huntington and 
West Ninth streets at 5:40 am. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


88th Precinct 


Fort Greene-Clinton Hill 

Shoplifted 

A shopper spent more than she 
thought she would when she left 
her pocketbook on the counter of 
a fancy soap shop on March 24. 

The victim placed her pocket- 
book beside the register of the 
shop, which is near the comer of 
Flatbush and Atlantic avenues, at 
around 3:15 pm. 

She returned for it minutes lat- 
er, but a crook had already es- 
caped with the pocketbook, 
which contained credit cards, a 
gold nameplate and chain, and 
$295, cops say. 

Un-Gatesful 

Thieves got onto the roof of a 
Gates Avenue public school dur- 
ing the Easter vacation and end- 
ed up stealing two expensive ex- 
haust fans. 

The crooks got onto the roof 
of the school, which is between 
Downing Street and Irving Place, 
possibly by climbing up a tree. 

Once there, they stole the cool- 
ing units, which are worth $1,850. 

Chokehold 

A thug choked a woman for 
her computer bag on March 25 . 

The crook grabbed the 
woman just after midnight on the 
comer of Fulton Street and 
Washington Avenue. 

“Give me your bag,” he said. 

The woman refused, so the 
crook tried to pull the bag from 
her shoulder. 

They wrestled for the bag un- 
til the strap broke, scattering the 
woman’s belongings across the 
sidewalk. 

The crook grabbed a small 
purse from the ground and ran 
off, escaping with $80, an ID and 
a debit card. — Ben Muessig 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 

To advertise in this weekly 
directory, call Laura at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 



Congregation 
Kol Israel 



Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

718-875-9124 



PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 


8th Avenue at 14th St. 



Rabbi Carie Carter 
Park Slope's Egalitarian, 
Conservation Synagogue 

768-1453 A3 26 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin 


Candle CjfeA 
Lighting 

Shabbat Tazria 

Fri., April 4, before 7:06 pm 

Shabbat Metzorah 

Fri., April 1 1 . before 7:13 pm 

St. John-St. Matthew- Emanuel 
Lutheran Church Park Slope 

283 Prospect Ave (5^ end 6^ Aves.) 
(718)768-0528 www.stime.org 
ELCA — Reconciling in Christ 
Sunday Worship 1 1 :00 
Rev. David C. Parsons 


Brown Memorial 
Baptist Church 



TEMPLE BETH 
EMETH V’OHR 

Progressive Shaari Zedek 
83 Marlborough Rd. (near Church Ave.) 
Friday 8:30 pm - Saturday 11 :15 am 
www.bethemeth.net W34 


Sion Lutheran Church 

125 Hemry St./CInrk; Bklyn. Hts. 

Rev. Dt. George Muenich 
718-625-2276 ■ www.ziongelc.otg 
“Preaching Christ Crucified' 

Sun. 11:00 Holy Communion 
(9:30 German [HI. Abendmahl)] 

Wed. 7:30 pm Evening Prayer 10 
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MTA to Downtown: We’re keeping 370 Jay 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Metropolitan Trans- 
portation Authority will relo- 
cate some workers to an 
abandoned Downtown build- 
ing this week, despite calls 
from the neighborhood’s 
leading business group to use 
the Jay Street office tower as 
a small-business incubator 
and a new shopping strip. 

Downtown Brooklyn Part- 
nership President Joe Chan 
had asked the transportation 
agency to revitalize the area 
between Willoughby and 
Tillary streets — currently 
blighted by the dilapidated 
MTA building — by renting 
some space to small business- 
es and reserving the ground 
floor of the building for retail. 

Such an arrangement, Chan 
argued, would save the cash- 
strapped MTA $121 million — 
money that Chan said could be 
diverted to repair the much- 
maligned Lawrence Street, 
Hoyt-Schermerhom, and Bor- 
ough Hall subway stations. 

Instead, the MTA will spend 
$150 million to renovate the 
building and consolidate various 
departments under one roof. 



The Downtown Brooklyn Partnership wants this Jay Street 
building, but the MTA will spend millions to rehab and keep it. 


And there will be no 
ground-floor retail. 

The MTA says its consoli- 
dation on Jay Street would 
save as much as $40 million 
per year. 

But that’s not part of 
Chan’s master plan to “diver- 
sify the local economy.” 

He’d like to see “additional 
industries establish a presence 
in Downtown Brooklyn, which 
is primarily tenanted by banks 
and insurance companies and 
other larger companies. There 
is room for small businesses 

When he made his first 
pitch to the MTA last year, 
Chan wanted the entire 13-sto- 
ry building as a small-business 
incubator. This week, he asked 
the MTA to use only five sto- 
ries and reserve the rest for 
small businesses. 

Downtown business owners 
were happy to hear that there 
was at least activity at the 
building, which is in a boom- 
ing area near the Marriott Ho- 
tel. 

“Having that thing sitting 
vacant on Jay Street is hurting 
the businesses here,” said 
Michael Gold, owner of Sid’s 
Hardware. “Keeping it empty 


is jeopardizing the develop- 
ment of Downtown Brook- 

That’s Chan’s point, exactly 
— though he drew a different 
conclusion. 

“[The building] offers a dif- 
ferent type of office space — 
one that is more amenable to 
smaller companies,” he said. 
“There’s really a dearth of that 
kind of space in Downtown 
Brooklyn.” 

And Chan has the support 
of Councilman David Yassky. 

“The MTA priority at this 
point has got to be improving 
subway and bus service,” said 
the Brooklyn Heights Democrat. 

“The only way they can 
justify spending $150 million 
on new office space is if they 
can show that it’s going to 
save them even more money 
somewhere else. I want to see 
the detailed plan with address- 
es and numbers and dollar fig- 
ures on that, and if not, then its 
just plain old bad judgment. 

“I think [Chan’s plan] is a 
much smarter approach be- 
cause it actually brings in 
money to the MTA rather than 
costing money, and it would 
help develop the downtown 
Brooklyn business district.” 
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Plaza- 

palooza 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The developer of a controversial build- 
ing at the comer of Second Place and 
Smith Street revealed this rendering, 
showing how his project will reconfigure 
the adjoining and much-beloved plaza. 

Billy Stein’s plans to build a seven-sto- 
ry condo tower at 360 Smith St. has been 
hounded by some critics. Not the least of 
their concerns was what would happen to 
the court, which they equate with a little 
sliver of Paris in Brooklyn. 

Stein’s design show there will be a 20- 
foot covered path to the subway entrance, 
because his building will project over what 
is now open space. He described its benefit 
to The Brooklyn Paper as “a protected area 
to stand in inclement weather,” though his 
fiercest opponents may not be assuaged by 
that silver lining. — Mike McLaughlin 


Congestion pricing: 
The Brooklyn vote 

The City Council approved the mayor's plan to charge car drivers $8 and truck drivers 
$21 to enter Manhattan below 60th Street by a 30-20 vote on Monday. But here in 
Brooklyn, the vote went the opposite way. — Gersh Kuntzman 

YES VOTES (7) 

DEGREE OF FLIP-FLOP 

Simcha Felder 

(D-Borough Park) 

Major! Two weeks ago, he told The Brooklyn Paper: "Until there 
are more details on exactly what Brooklyn will get from money 
generated from congestion pricing, 1 cannot support this plan." 

Sara Gonzalez 

(D-Sunset Park) 

Minor. Two weeks ago, her spokesman said "the final product has 
not been presented yet," so the councilwoman was undecided. 

Letitia James 

(D-Fort Greene) 

No flip flop. The councilwoman had been "leaning yes." 

Domenic Recchia 

(D-Bensonhurst) 

Unclear. The councilman said he was undecided two weeks ago. 

Kendall Stewart 

(D-Flatbush) 

Major! Two weeks ago, he said he would vote no because "peo- 
ple from New Jersey must pay, too." And he called residential 
parking permits "another tax as far as I'm concerned." 

Al Vann 

(D-Bedford-Stuyvesant) 

Unclear. The councilman never called us back. 

David Yassky 

(D-Brooklyn Heights) 

No flip flop. Yassky long favored the mayor's plan. 

NO VOTES (10) 

DEGREE OF FLIP-FLOP 

Diana Reyna 

(D-Bushwick) 

Unclear. The councilman said he was undecided two weeks ago. 

Charles Barron 

(D-Brownsville) 

No flip flop. Barron long opposed the mayor's plan as "a regres- 
sive tax on those who can afford it least." 

Bill DeBlasio 

(D-Park Slope) 

Unclear. He said he was undecided, yet had a long list of reasons 
for opposing the plan, including a "woefully inadequate" public 
debate and the "effect on low-income commuters." 

Erik Martin Dilan 

(D-East NY) 

No flip flop. Two weeks ago, Dilan said, "1 hate congestion pricing." 

Mathieu Eugene 

(D-Crown Heights) 

Unclear. Two weeks ago, he was undecided and leaning against it. 

Lew Fidler 

(D-Canarsie) 

No flip flop. Fidler has long opposed congestion pricing. 

Vince Gentile 

(D-Bay Ridge) 

No flip flop. Gentile opposed congestion pricing because it did 
not have "benchmarks [iike] 24-hour R-train service [and] better 
bus service." 

Diane Mealy 

(D-East NY) 

Unclear. She never called us back. 

Michael Nelson 

(D-Sheepshead Bay) 

No flip flop. Nelson opposed congestion pricing because he had 
not been shown that "it will help the environment enough to add 
this tax to my constituents." 

James Oddo 

(R-Dyker Heights) 

No flip flop. Oddo opposed congestion pricing because the may- 
or never "demonstrated how it benefits" his district. 


Kicking the tar habit 

Gowanus Canal site cleanup begins 
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By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A highly contaminated for- 
mer refinery that is “bleed- 
ing” coal sludge into the 
Gowanus Canal will take at 
least three years to clean be- 
fore the city can implement 
its plan to put housing and 
open public space there. 

The cleanup of the so- 
called Public Place, a long- 
abandoned city-owned plot 
bounded by Fifth, Smith and 
Huntington streets and the 
Gowanus Canal, entails re- 
moving eight feet of tainted 
soil and installing a barrier to 
stop the ongoing leakage of 
coal tar into the waterway 
from soil below the area to be 
cleaned. 

In some parts of the site, 
where coal tar concentrations 
are the highest, the sludge will 
be sucked out. 

Public Place “is still bleed- 
ing tar into the canal,” said 
Gardiner Cross, from the New 
York State Department of En- 
vironmental Conservation. 

But he said the site could be 
remediated — and future resi- 
dents would not be in danger. 

Such a cleanup will lead to 
“a significant improvement 
from a human and ecological 
point of view,” he said. 

The state revealed the 
cleanup plans to Community 
Board 6 on Monday night. 
National Grid, the energy gi- 
ant that now owns the original 
polluter, Keyspan, will carry 
out the dirty work, which 
might unleash foul odors or 
even polluted dust on nearby 
residents. 

That possibility alarmed 
some residents, given that the 
work is already underway. 

The city says it’s currendy 
only removing grass and above- 
ground debris, which it says is 
not polluted, unlike the subter- 
ranean mess yet to come. 

The remediation is the first 
step towards building hundreds 
of units of housing — roughly 
half of them at below-market 
rates — community space and 
a public esplanade on Public 
Place, part of the Bloomberg 
Administration’s vision for a 
thriving residential and recre- 
ational frontier along the odor- 
iferous canal. 



Developer nixes ‘Village’ 


Developer Shaya Boymelgreen has bailed on his long-sought "Gowanus Village" plan and 
has put this piece of canal-front property along Third Avenue up for sale. 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

One of the first properties gobbled up in the 
ongoing land rush around the Gowanus Canal 
is back on the market, signifying that develop- 
er Shaya Boymelgreen’s plans to build a glam- 
orous waterfront community on the Park Slope 
side of the canal are washed up. 

Boymelgreen and his partners had dubbed 
their plans for 400 units of mixed-income hous- 
ing as “Gowanus Village,” but those plans unrav- 
eled in an unrelated souring of the partnership 
two years ago. 

That left Boymelgreen and his associates to un- 
load the manufacturing property they amassed in 
three purchases beginning in 2003 bounded by the 
canal, Third Avenue, and Carroll and Third streets. 
The land is contaminated, but given the city’s in- 
tention of rezoning the area for residential develop- 
ment, it’s potentially quite valuable — which ex- 
plains Boymelgreen’s $27-million asking price. 

“I have had interest from both people looking 
to land-bank it and wait for residential develop- 
ment, and people looking at it for as of right 
uses,” such as companies looking for temporary 
industrial space, said Ken Freeman of the 
Massey Knakal real estate giant, which is han- 
dling the sale. 

News that the Gowanus Village had bit the 
dust also rekindled hopes of neighborhood ac- 
tivists that their input would be considered. 

“One thing that seems to have been a popular 


idea was saving the powerhouse building on the 
site,” said Craig Hammerman, the district man- 
ager of Community Board 6, referring to a red 
brick building facing the canal. 

Others see this as a possibility to foster light 
industry along with residential development on 
the Park Slope side of the canal. 

“We have to persuade the Department of City 
Planning to invoke a more sustainable mixed-use 
model,” said Brad Lander, director of the Pratt 
Center for Community Development. Lander says 
less intensive industrial operations and residential 
development can work well alongside each other. 

But some activists backed Boymelgreen’s 
original model — a reflection that there are 
many competing notions of what the Gownaus 
Canal zone should become. 

“Low- to mid-level townhouses can definitely 
work around the canal, although we would like 
there to be a significant percentage of affordable 
units,” said Bob Zuckerman, executive director 
of the Gowanus Canal Community Development 
Corporation, which favors residential develop- 
ment and an environmental cleanup. 

Zuckerman added that whoever buys the 
property should include public open space and 
cultural facilities in their project. 

Open space, in the form of a canal-side es- 
planade, is a key part of Toll Brothers’ proposal 
for a 447 -unit complex just south of the historic 
Carroll Street Bridge on the Carroll Gardens side 
of the canal. That plan, like Boymelgreen’s, 
would require a city rezoning. 
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OUR OPINION 


Protesting Ratner’s honor 


T he Brooklyn Museum has ex- 
pressed shock that its decision to 
award Bruce Ratner its highest 
honor has been so widely criticized. 

We’re wondering why. Any institu- 
tion as connected to the borough as the 
Brooklyn Museum certainly should 
have seen the attacks coming. 

To be clear, we will not criticize the 
Brooklyn Museum for honoring a rich 
person like Bruce Ratner. Charities and 
arts institutions have always survived be- 
cause of benefactors — a group that in- 
cludes everyone from the most-responsi- 
ble corporate citizens to those who earn 
their money in less-appealing, though le- 
gal, ways. And all those donations go to- 
ward something good. 

In a perfect world, arts institutions 
would not have to go begging — or, 
worse, risk the appearance of impropriety 


by courting donations from controversial 
figures accused of not caring about the 
interest of the broader community. 

So while we understand the Brook- 
lyn Museum’s motivation in honoring 
Ratner, we are equally cognizant of 
why so many Brooklynites — many of 
them museum members — were pick- 
eting the institution on Thursday night. 

W hatever contributions Ratner 
makes to the arts community 
(and it’s unclear exactly what 
they add up to, by the way), his Atlantic 
Yards mega-project has been an utter 
insult to the notion of community in- 
volvement and concern for neighbors. 

For one thing, Ratner paid a bargain- 
basement price for a valuable publicly 
owned resource — the air rights over 
the MTA’s Vanderbilt rail yard. And his 
design for the now-truncated Atlantic 


Yards project called for massively out- 
of- scale towers and the much-reviled 
superblock configuration. 

Lest we forget, dozens of residents 
are being evicted from their homes so 
those buildings can be turned over to 
Ratner — hardly an example of being a 
good neighbor. 

Most important, his project was al- 
lowed to circumvent the city’s normal 
public review process. 

That’s the same review process that 
countless other developers — even 
ones who give big money to charity — 
must undergo. 

But not Ratner. 

So while the Brooklyn Museum is 
free to honor anyone it chooses, the 
Museum should not be surprised when 
residents of the borough choose to pick- 
et that selection. 
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LETTERS 


Readers respond to Rruce Ratner’s Yards failure 


To the editor. 

Your article about the demise of Atlantic 
Yards (“Atlantic Yards Dead; Ratner kills 
Miss Brooklyn, KOs 1 1 buildings; vows to 
build pubbcly financed Nets arena,” March 
29) makes it seem like Bruce Ratner’s 
promised 2,250 units of affordable housing 
might never get built. 

One scenario is that Ratner builds the 
stadium and then sells off the rest of the 
22-acres to private developers. 

So when does ACORN, which support- 
ed Ratner and signed the Community Ben- 
efits Agreement, say, “Bruce, you’re 
breaking the deal”? 

Bertha Lewis has to have major egg on 

RS. I hope the editor’s ankle is healing 
nicely. Steve DeSeve, Brooklyn Heights 

To the editor: 

Your editorial, “Take Back the Rail 
Yards” (March 29) was right on. The 
whole Atlantic Yards project has been a 
huge betrayal of the public trust, and a re- 
version of the yards would help at least a 
little bit. 

Your coverage of the whole debacle has 
been most welcome, and your jeremiads 
are being vindicated. 

Let’s hope the several public officials do 
the right thing now, and move from (tardy) 
outrage to (early) action. Get on it, law- 


makers. Make it happen. Take the rail 
yards back. And work on legal relief for 
those adjacent neighborhoods, which are 
not being developed but destroyed. 

Daniel Meeter, Park Slope 
The writer is the pastor at Old First Re- 
formed Church on Seventh Avenue 

To the editor, 

Bruce Ratner didn’t create this blight. It 
has been a blight created by 60 years of 
political neglect. Even when the all-power- 
ful speakers of the state Assembly were 
from Brooklyn, nothing was done to im- 
prove the area. 

That is where the blight and neglect 
started — and remains. 

Al Pankin, Downtown 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn Paper, 
55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 


Bias crime 

To the editor, 

I notice frequently that your “journal- 
ism” is filled with editorials presented in 
ways which distort facts, create bias, and 
fail to meet professional standards for 
community newspapers. 

Though I could find other examples to 
support my claim, the one that pushed me 
to write this message was one found on the 
front page about (ironically) “whining” 
(“Whine connoisseurs,” March 22). 

While every newspaper uses eye-catch- 
ing headlines, my complaint comes from 
the body of the article: 

• In the list breaking down the nature of 
the complaints, the text says that Williams- 
burg and Greenpoint residents called 311 
“491 times to whine about blocked drive- 
ways, 426 times to request graffiti removal...” 
The choice of words makes people who 
need to drive out of their driveways to go to 
work, pick up their kids, or even to do 
something for pleasure seem to be com- 
pletely unreasonable — even though calling 
311 is what they are supposed to do. 

Yet people who don’t agree with an 
artist’s free expression are the ones who 
sound like upstanding citizens in your pa- 
per. Your writer seems to have inserted his 
own opinions about whose complaints are 


legit and who’s are not. That’s not report- 
ing, that’s preaching. 

• The next paragraph states sarcastically 
that “community members say the com- 
plaints are justified — especially when it’s 
their complaint.” 

By reading this, I had been prepared by 
the author to disagree with the following 
statement. Instead the “whiner” went on to 
describe safety issues such as crime and 
broken streetlights. Again, the 311 system 
was set up so people would have a conven- 
ient way to report issues like these, so 
characterizing the complaints this way is 
unreasonable and unprofessional. 

I read your paper because the New 
York Times and other “larger” papers 
don’t cover Brooklyn sufficiently. There- 
fore, I count on you. But please do the re- 
porting and let me draw my own conclu- 
sions. I have plenty of my own 
unreasonable biases, I don’t need a re- 
porter to provide me with his or hers. 

Tim Steele, DUMBO 

Morning, Wood 

To the editor, 

I want to clarify that when I called at- 
tention to my situation last week, I was fo- 
cusing on corruption in the courts in partic- 
ular (“He Wood if he could,” March 22). 


My case against the city was dismissed 
in violation of the court rules which pro- 
hibit the filing of a written motion to dis- 
miss in court. In a pre-trial hearing the 
lawyer for the city, Carolyn Planas, at- 
tempted to serve a written motion to dis- 
miss. This motion was denied by honor- 
able Donald S. Kurtz for improper service. 

The following day, the same city attor- 
ney read the denied motion in court in 
front of the honorable Lawrence Knipel. 
He accepted this motion and dismissed the 
case claiming it was an oral motion! 

As such, I have filed formal complaints 
against the judge and the city attorney. 

Thank you for taking the time to look 
into this matter. 

Arthur Wood, Clinton Hill 
The writer ownes the Broken Angel, a 
unique house on Downing Street. 

Trash talk 

To the editor, 

As a member of Community Board 2, 1 
am highly supportive of getting the Sanita- 
tion garage to be moved within CB2, if 
possible (“Heights ‘trashes’ Slope,” March 
22). But I do think the concept that we 
have imposed our garbage trucks on Park 
Slope is a little far-fetched. 

First, the garage is between 14th and 


15th street and between Second and Third 
Avenues — not exactly the center of Park 
Slope. In fact, this garage is near CB6’s 
Sanitation garage. 

Secondly, CB2 has the highest concen- 
tration of borough-wide and city-wide 
services within its borders — things like 
courthouses that also service CB6. 

Perhaps we can trade the Brooklyn 
House of Detention or the parole offices 
and put the garage at these sites. 

Sidney Meyer, Boerum Hill 

Reader betrayed 

To the editor, 

As cheeky and amusing as Mike 
McLaughlin’s Styrofoam vs. biodegrad- 
able field test was (“Field Test: It’s a tale of 
two trays,” March 29), I found his insinua- 
tions that Styrofoam trumps the “green” 
sugar cane based trays quite irresponsible. 

The green trays, though more expen- 
sive, break down in 45 days and can sig- 
nificantly decrease the amount of daily 
waste in our schools. If balancing over- 
sized portions of baked ziti and chicken 
Parmesan with one hand is Mr. McLaugh- 
lin’s defining factor, than perhaps he has 
somewhere to store the 850,000 used Sty- 
rofoam trays? 

Scarlett Lindeman, Bushwick 



You don’t have to make a lot of money to 
get health insurance. If your family of four 
earns $33,036 a year, you and your kids 
may be able to get low-cost or free health 
care coverage. Even if your income is as 
high as $51,636 a year, your children may 
be eligible. 

Child Health Plus, Medicaid and Family 
Health Plus cover doctor visits, medicine, 
emergencies and more. 

Cliild Health Plus | Medicaid 
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Murakami and Louis Vuitton cross- 
pollinate at the Brooklyn Museum 


By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 


"Murakami" is on exl 
April 5 through July 13 at the Brooklyn M 
um (200 Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 


I t’s not the futuristic nude sculptures or trip- 
py, Alice-in- Wonderland-style magic mush- 
rooms growing out of the floor that has 
tongues wagging about the “Murakami” exhi- 
bition that opens April 5 at the Brooklyn Muse- 
um. It’s the 550-square-foot Louis Vuitton bou- 
tique, hawking $5,000 purses and $10,000 
canvases within the show, which seems to be 
the real sensation. 

“Truly, one of the 
key points of the exhi- 
bition is Takasbi Mura- 
kami ’s direct en- 
gagement with many 
different cultural 
spheres and medi- 
ums,” said Brooklyn 

Museum Director Ar- | 

nold Lehman. “The 

Louis Vuitton designs are not offshoots, they are 
the work itself. The permanent galleries are filled 
with objects that, in the past or in current times, 
you could buy in retail stores.” 

He cited silver from Tiffany and Herman 
Miller furniture, and said, “We believe they rep- 
resent the highest aesthetic achievement of their 
historic period.” 

Murakami, a Tokyo native, is best known in 
the art world for pioneering “Super flat,” a com- 
bination of anime and comic styles that flattens 
its subjects on a canvas. To many people, howev- 


er, he is known as the artist behind the 2003 Vuit- 
ton line that featured smiling flowers, and a later 
line that covered the classic monogrammed 
leather in cartoon cherries. Additionally, Muraka- 
mi has designed album covers for Kanye West, 
the rapper who was scheduled to perform — at 
press time — at Thursday’s “Brooklyn Ball” in 
Murakami’s honor. 

Walking through his exhibit, which sprawls 
through two floors of the museum and even 
spills into the stairwells, it’s hard not to concur 
with Lehman. While one could grumble about 
the sullying of art 
through commerce, it 
takes litde more than a 
glance to see the same 
affect that “Tan Tan 


chedelic painting that 
reconfigures a comic 

i book character — has 

' can also be achieved 
on a pricey handbag or a $40 T-shirt in the mu- 
seum’s own gift shop. 

What Murakami’s selling isn’t leather goods 
or clothing or stuffed animals, it’s a piece of his 
Wonkaesque world, where teenage aliens fall in 
love with classmates, and the artist’s alter ego, 
“DOB,” bounces from frame to sensory-over- 
load-inducing frame. 

That’s what should have the borough crow- 
ing: the overwhelming, exciting exhibit that — 
while not an original show, it was imported 

See MURAKAMI on page 1 1 


Rare reels 

Prostitutes, policemen and gangsters. Not another gu- 
bernatorial fiasco, it’s “Tomu Uchida: Discovering a 
Japanese Master,” a film series celebrating the work of 
the late director coming to B AMCinematek on April 1 1 . 

“Uchida is very powerful,” said Japanese film expert 
Kyoko Hirano. “It is obvious compared with today’s 
younger generations of 
Japanese directors, who 

cemed about their own 
middle-class lives and 
their small worlds. On 
the contrary, Uchida’s 
films portray the pre- 
dicament of the op- 
pressed in the society 
and their anger.” 

Films like “Chika- 
matsu’s Love in Osaka,” 
(1959) which uses pup- 
pets and kabuki, and “The Mad Fox” (1962), pictured, 
which employs animation to tell a classic Japanese folk 
tale, are rarely shown, despite Uchida’s iconic status. All 
the prints shown at BAM are archival and in Japanese 
with English subtitles, making this a rare opportunity. 

"Tomu Uchida: Discovering a Japanese Master" 
runs April 11 -30 at BAMCinematek (30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort Greene). Tickets are $11. For a 
full schedule, call (718) 636-4100 or visit www.bam.org. 

— Adam Rathe 


Arty party 

“Japanimated” — focusing on the art and culture 
of the land of the rising sun — is the theme of the 
Brooklyn Museum’s “First Saturday” on April 5. 

All who attend are encouraged to dress as their fa- 
vorite manga (Japanese comic book) or anime — an- 
imated Japanese film or TV show — character and 
the best will win a catalogue for the museum’s new 
exhibit, “Murakami.” 

In addition to the “cosplay,” the program will fea- 
ture screenings of several films including “Space Bat- 
tleship Yamato: The New Voyage,” a movie based on 
a hugely popular, 1970s Japanese TV series; a per- 
formance by drumming group Taikoza (pictured); 
and a dance party — the “highlight of the evening,” 
according to Traslin Qng, manager of adult services. 

“We actually invited one of the top Japanese hip- 
hop DJs, DJ Muro — they call him ‘The King of 
Diggin’ — to spin a mix of hip-hop, funk and soul,” 
said Ong. “We’re trying to explore how Japanese and 
American culture cross. So, to have a Japanese hip- 
hop DJ in our backyard is pretty cool.” 

"Japanimated" begins at 5 pm on April 5 at the 
Brooklyn Museum (200 Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights). Admission is free. For a 
complete schedule of events, call (718) 638-5000 or 
visit www.brooklynmuseum.org. — Adam Rathe 
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Flower 


Hop on Pop: "Flower Matango," above, a fiberglass sculpture that Takashi Murakami created be- 
tween 2001 and 2006, is just one of the colorful, explosive pieces in "Murakami," opening April 5 
at the Brooklyn Museum. "Kiki" (2000) is pictured at top left. 



The Brooklyn Botanic Garden celebrates the cherry blossom season April 5 - May 1 1 . 


Enjoy the view 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden kicks off 
month-long cherry blossom lovefest 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn Editor 

T here’s a virus spreading through the 
borough. Triggered by the blooming 
of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s 
collection of cherry blossom trees, it 
seems that no one is immune from be- 


coming infected with excitement over 
this gorgeous horticultural event. 

“Hanami,” the Japanese tradition of 
savoring each moment of the cherry 
blossom-viewing season, spans from 
Saturday through May 11 throughout the 
Garden’s Prospect Heights grounds. 

It lasts so long because the garden’s 


collection of more than 200 trees in- 
cludes dozens of kinds of cherries that 
bloom at various times according to 
BBG’s Director of Public Programming, 
Anita Jacobs. 

“Our festival is based on the Japanese 
concept of beauty in the moment,” ex- 
plained Jacobs. “Experiencing some- 
thing very intensely and celebrating it, 
understanding that it will soon be gone. 

“One of my favorite times is when 
the petals are on the ground, a cherry 
blossom snowstorm,” said Jacobs. “This 
is one of the phases of the viewing, and 
people come just to see that. Kids and 
adults throw the petals into the air.” 

“Hanami” will — ideally — culmi- 
nate with the spectacular blooming of 
the showy double blossoms of the up- 
See HANAMI on page 10 


Graphic display 

James McNeill Whistler, Mary Cassatt, Winslow 
Homer and other famous American artists caught J- 
fever in the late 19th century, and the Brooklyn Mu- 
seum has 25 works on paper to prove it in its Luce 
Visible Storage Center, beginning April 16. 

Incorporating the newly trendy Japanese motifs, 
aesthetic principles and techniques into their own art 
spawned a phenomenon — known by the French 
term “Japonisme” — and the results make for a fas- 
cinating look at cultural cross-pollination. 

"Japonisme in American Graphic Art, 1880-1920," 
is on exhibit April 16 through Aug. 3 in the Luce Visible 
Storage Study Center in the Brooklyn Museum (200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights). Admission is $8. For information, call (718) 
638-5000 or visit www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

— Lisa J. Curtis 
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This new French Bistro 
is already bustling 
thanks to a solid kitchen, 
warm decor, and 
welcoming service.” 
-ZAGAT 

Le Petit Marche 

The Little French Bistro in Brooklyn Heights 

46 Henry Street (near Cranberry St.) 

Irooklyn Heights - 718-858-9605 ■ www.BkBistro.com 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma Como en su Casa” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 

Private dining room for parties — # 


4408 5th Ave. (bet. 44ir, & 4B th sts.) (718) 438-2001 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • rci~ C8 


^ Oven: the right idea i 
of combining a wine bar 
Sc designer pizza place; 
M a good move in 
Brooklyn Heights ^ 

* — Tina Barry, The Brooklyn Paper 
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The Art of the Sandwich! 
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we’re still here... 
and we deliver! 

www.tempobrooklyn.com 


254 5th Ave. btwn Carroll & Garfield 
11am - 9pm, 7 days a week 
718.636.8899 

Catering Available 

$12 per person (7 person minimum) 

Choose from a variety of 
artisanal sandwiches, 
side salads and cookies. 

(sandwiches cut into quarters 
and served on platters) 
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Open Tues. - Sun. 9am - 4pm 
Brunch; Sat. & Sun. 10am - 4pm 

236 Underhill Ave. (Prospect Heights) 

■ (1 block From the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens) 

347-529-2855 - CherylsGlobalSoul.com 


$21.50 PRIX-FIXE DINNER 
5th PERSON FREE 



3 only. Good only for parties of 5) 
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$i6.oo/ilb. 


Walt Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College 

2900 Campus Road, Brooklyn (2 train to Flatbush Avenue) 


Tickets and info: www.BraoklynCenterOnline.org or 718-951-4500 


Sakura Matsuri 
W Cherry Blossom 
V Festival 

70 am-6 pm 
Celebrate New York 
City’s *rite of spring” 


Brooklyn 

Botanic 

Garden 


Ampng 'Yourself 

•^-■Cherry 
Blossoms , 




CHINA’ 


1 r ' 


SUNDAY. 
APRIL II 
at 2PM 


^ BROOKLYN CENTER 

2007-2008 SEASON 


0 O jf 


C0nGR€GflTI0n B'Hfll flVRflUflm 


Community Pesach Seders 

— APRIL 19-20, 2008 - 8:15 PM — 

Evening Services 7:25 pm 

SATURDAY, APRIL 19 

First seder with Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin 
SUNDAY, APRIL 20 
Second seder with Rabbi Simcha Weinstein 


MALATTRACTIOIl 

SUNDAY, APRIL 20 AT 9:45 AM 

Cantor S.Z. Baumgarten Leading Morning Services 


117 REMSEN STREET • BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 
AVWW.BNAIAVRAHAM.COM • (718)596-4840 


WHERE TO GO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY 

April 5 



Today, "Murakami," a 
retrospective of the 
work of internationally 
celebrated artist — and 
Louis Vuitton bag illus- 
trator (above) — Takashi 
Murakami, opens at the 
Brooklyn Museum. The 
show fills more than 
1 8,000 square feet of gal- 
lery space with sculpture, 
animation and more. 
m to 6 pm at the 


SUNDAY 

April 6 

Catch the bug 

Forget the idea of a flea 
market as a last stop for 
broken-down furniture 
and mismatched dishes. 
Starting today, the week- 
ly "Brooklyn Flea," a 
bazaar featuring 200 
vendors, will kick off at 
Bishop Loughlin Me- 
morial High School in 
Fort Greene, and the 
wares will be far from 
ramshackle. Whether it's 
new, pret-a-porter cloth- 
ing from Harriet's Alter 
Ego or a snack from the 
r n Cookie Com- 


pany, you re sure to fir 
just what you were (or 
weren't) looking for. 


WEDNESDAY 

April 9 



Starry night 

Caroline Kennedy, Paul 
Giamatti and Susan Sa- 
randon are all expected 
in Fort Greene tonight 
— but "Under African 
Skies" — as the Brook- 
lyn Academy of Music 
celebrates Paul Simon's 
show of the same name. 
A gala dinner follows. 


$10. For information, call Greene). Free. For information. Greene). $100 to $1,000. For 


THURSDAY 

April 1 0 

Silent score 

Tonight, as part of 
Monkeytown's "Silent 
Films and Unique 
Instruments Festival," 
the 1918 film "20,000 
Leagues Under the Sea" 
will be accompanied by 
cellist Jane Scarpantoni 
and Bradford Reed (pic- 
tured) on the pencilina 
— a stringed instrument 
of his own invention. 

7:30 pm and 10 pm at 
Monkeytown (58 N. Third St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Williams- 
burg). $8. For information, 
call (718) 384-1369 or visit 


FRIDAY 

April 1 1 



Warm notes 

One World Symphony 
(led by Sung Jin Hong, 
pictured) will be doing 
its part to celebrate the 
change of seasons with a 
performance of Stra- 
vinsky's "The Rite of 
Spring," highlights from 
Haydn's "The Creation" 
and the world premiere 
of composer Keith 
Bailey's "Revelation." 

8 pm at St. Ann and the Holy 
Trinity (157 Montague St. at 
Henry Street in Brooklyn 
Heights). $30, $20 for seniors 
and students. For information, 
call (718) 462-7270 or visit 
www.oneworldsymphony.org. 
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‘Zen’ masters 

Modern Japanese cuisine and hip Tokyo 
interior design find a home in Williamsburg 


Brooklyn. In fact, it was good enough 
for just about anywhere. The restaurant 
bills its dishes as “Japanese tapas,” 
meaning the portions are small and 
meant for sharing (prices run from 
$5.50 to $18 for a plate). The staff push- 
es the tasting menu — $44 per guest — 
which involves five courses coming out 
in the traditional appetizer-to-dessert 
formation. 

I began my meal with the tiger shrimp 
and Camembert tempura, a plump, fried 
shrimp stuffed with tangy cheese and 
served with a side of green-tea-flavored 
salt. Next came a carpaccio of sashimi- 
grade tuna, served over a slaw of carrots, 
daikon radish and 





blocked from seeing or being seen by “Anydiing good enough for 12 mil- the watchful eye of chefs Mikio Sano spoil the secret. It’s a shame, though, be- 
other diners because the restaurant is lit- lion Tokyoites,” said Watanabe, “is good and Tetsuya Akikawa, changes every cause once you find the door, Zenkichi is 

tie more than a series of connected enough for Brooklyn.” five weeks, but for the most part, what I the type of neighborhood restaurant that 


BROOKLYN 

Bites 


JAPANESE RESTAURANTS 




fs 


^him™said manager A^eyLin. 
Fourth Ave. at 89th "'t's very tasty." The real question 

Bav Ririfre Sushi ? 





WMMM. afUsSs 

^&^ CTispyshrimp 

SSI iP= s™*- 

c. — I=w= Omiya Japanese Restaurant has 0058$(AmEx, MC, Visa) Entrees: 



RISTOR ANTE 


urt Street (at Union 

718 - 852-5015 





SS SSSSSS 

-hi bar. The restaurant, evened 
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HANAMI... 

Continued from page 7 
right “kanzan” cherries in the Cherry Es- 
planade during the garden’s action- 
packed “Sakura Matsuri” festival on May 
3 and 4. Under a tent, in their buildings 
and scattered throughout the grounds, 
BBG will present Japanese arts and cul- 
ture: live music, dance and theater; work- 
shops for adults and children; exhibits; 
demonstrations; and of course, the spec- 
tacular flowering of those cherry trees. 

Until then, blossom buffs can keep 
abreast of the activity of the garden’s 
blooming progress — already underway 
- on its “Cherry Watch” Web site, 
www.bbg.org/cherrywatch, and then visit 
the garden often to appreciate the bud, 
blossom and showers of falling petals. Af- 
ter all, the ancient purpose of “Hanami” is 
to stop and smell the roses, or in this case, 
the short-lived cherry blossoms. 

“We’ve done a lot to make [the Web 
site] more exciting and user-friendly,” 
said Jacobs, who has worked at the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden for eight years, 
and attended the first blossom festival in 
1981 . “So you can go to the map to see 
what’s in bloom or in pre-bloom and then 
see a photo of what that looks like.” 

Garden visitors can complete their ex- 
perience with a snack or meal in the gar- 
den’s cafe, which Jacobs said has created 
a Japanese menu for “Hanami” (or they 
can visit one of the restaurants in our din- 
ing guide on page 9, of course). 

Beginning this weekend, the garden is 
unveiling an exhibit of artwork in the 
Steinhardt Conservatory by two artists 
who have been inspired by those evoca- 
tive petals: “Cherry Blossom Visions: 
Works by Charles Gustina and David 
Wander.” Gustina “takes photos and 
pastes them into a quilt-looking mosaic,” 
said Jacobs, while Wander has created 
“dreamy, evocative” oil paintings of the 
blossoms. 

‘Sakura Matsuri’ 

Jacobs says the fascination with cher- 
ry blossoms isn’t limited to garden visi- 
tors; “sakura” mania has taken on nation- 
al and global proportions — especially in 
the fashion world. 

“On Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, every 
other clothing shop has cherry blossom 
imagery,” said Jacobs. “In France, last 





year, I saw cherry blossoms on sneakers. 
Everyone is producing cherry blossom 
everything. It’s becoming explosive. The 
excitement over Japanese culture keeps es- 
calating.” 

Even Provence, France-based fragrance 
company L’Occitane has created a line of 
cherry scents, soaps and lip glosses, which 
they will offer samples of during “Sakura 
Matsuri.” 


Other cultural institutions in Brooklyn 
— as well as those of New York’s other 
boroughs — have jumped on the garden’s 
Japanese culture bandwagon, but Jacobs 
said there is something extra special about 
enjoying the music, dance, film and more 
slated for the first weekend of May at 900 
Washington Ave. 

“While the Japan Society and other in- 
credible places do this kind of program- 
ming, they don’t have 220 trees,” said Ja- 
cobs. “It makes for a different sensory 
experience. The audience is looking at this 
amazing dance performance with blos- 
soms falling in their hair and the smell of 
the trees surrounding them. 

“It’s a very different environment, that’s 
what makes us unique,” she maintained. 
“[‘Sakura Matsuri’] is the largest public 
event of any botanic garden in the country, 
and the excitement keeps building.” 



Flower girls: 

to be featured in 
ic Garden's "Sakura 
and 4, are DJ Jaiko Suzuki (left), spin- 
ning '70s and '80s J-pop and rock, 
and DUMBO's Petra Hanson (above), 
aka Kiku Kimonolisa, lead singer of 
Gaijin a Go-Go. 


Turning Japanese 

The Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s suc- 
cessful celebration of this Japanese rite of 
spring — last year was their highest atten- 
dance so far, said Jacobs — has encour- 
aged neighboring cultural institutions to 
offer Japanese programming, too. The 
Brooklyn Museum has dedicated its First 
Saturday program on April 5 to Japanese 
poetry, art, DJs, film and more with its 
“Japanimated” lineup. 

The museum has already unveiled its 
exhibit of woodblock prints from the Uta- 
gawa school — several capturing Japanese 
folk enjoying cherry blossoms over a cen- 
tury ago — and will open its retrospective 
of works by contemporary artist Takashi 
Murakami this weekend. The museum will 
reveal “Japonisme in American Graphic 
Art, 1880-1920,” 25 works on paper from 
its collection demonstrating the impact of 
Japanese art on the graphic arts of Ameri- 
ca, on April 16. 

The Brooklyn Academy of Music in 
Fort Greene is celebrating Japanese film- 
maker Tomu Uchida with screenings of 
rarely seen prints of his movies — in- 
spired by traditional Japanese theater 
and folktales — from April 11-30. 


9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 8 

Culture presents Lisel Burns 
in a talk: "Conflict Lessons 

am. 53 Prospect Pa richest 
(718) 768-2972. Free. 
INDUCTION: James Madison 


HighSc 

ers. 1 pm to 5 pm. James 
Madison High School, cor- 
ner of Bedford Avenue and 
Quentin Road. (718) 856- 
0329. Free. 

EARLY DETECTION TALK: Mai- 
monides Medical Center 
hosts "Heart to Heart: Early 
Detection and Prevention of 
“ac Disability." f “ 


Remsen St. (718) 921-6136. 
"Charlie and The Chocolate 


CAREGIVER WALKING CLUB: 

exercise. 6 pm. Park flope 9 
Geriatric Day Center, 1 Pros- 


SALON SERIES: Brooklyn Young 

writing and film careers and 
network with film profession- 
als. 6:30 pm to 9 pm. Pro- 
gram continues through May 
19. Continuing Ed of NYC 
College of Technology, 25 
Chapel St. (718) 935-0490. 

BOOKCOURT: presents a read- 
ing with Linda Sue Park: 
"Keeping Score." 163 Court 
St. (718) 875-3677. Free. 


Tues, April 8 


ELECTRONIC HEALTH RE- 
SOURCES: Brooklyn Public 
Library's King Bay branch 


the help of a computer. 1 1 
am. 3650 Nostrand Ave. 
(718) 368-1709. Free. 
MEETING: The Bay Ridge Chap- 
ter of AARP meets. 2:30 pm. 
Shore Hill Housing, 9000 
Shore Rd. (718) 748-9114. 
INTRO TO SCRIPTWRITING: 



M©lsM© H©®Mh©M© Y®m Cm THranstt 


Elite Comprehensive 
Medical Services 

offers quality healthcare 
for women in Brooklyn at a 
convenient location right 
in your neighborhood. 


•Board Certified Physicians 
•Weekends and late hours available. 
•Most major insurances accepted. 
•Same day appointments available. 
•Multi-lingual staff 


71 Carroll Street 

(Between Columbia and Hicks 

Street) 


whwm 

Pap Smears -Birth Control • Prenatal Care -STD Testing 



urday, April 12 at the Brook- 
lyn Public Library's Dweck 
Center on Grand Army Plaza. 


presents "Written Blueprint for 
Making a Film." Students will 
be cast as actors and will work 
on wardrobe, props and set 
design to understand how a 

Jwe^Confeu^Edof^YC 
College of Technology, 25 
Chapel St. (718) 935-0490. 

BOOKCOURT: presents a reading 
with Lori Bongiorno: "Green, 


n. 163 Court St. (718) 875- 


"The Collector o 
Street." $5 donation. /:3U pm. 
295 Douglass St. (718) 408- 
3234. 

FISH TALK: The Brooklyn Aquarium 
Society presents a talk on digital 
fish photography. $5 donation for 
non-members; free for members. 
7:30 pm. NY Aquarium, Surf 
Avenue and West Eighth Street. 
(718) 837-4455. 

BARGEMUSIC: Classical music pro- 
gram features a performance by 
Vertigo Quartet and features 
works by Haydn, Wolf and 
Britten. $40, $25 seniors and 
students. 8 pm. Fulton Ferry 
Landing, Old Fulton Street at 
the East River. (718) 624-2083. 

CONCERT: One World Symphony 

Vs. Evolution," featuring works 
by Stravinsky, Haydn, and 
Bailey. $30, $20 students and 
seniors. 8 pm. St. Ann and the 
Holy Trinity, 1 57 Montague St. 
(718) 462-7270. 

DRAW-UNTIL-YOU-DROP-A- 


t. $15. 7 pm to 7 am. W 
ing, 200 Willoughby Av 
636-3617. 


(718) 

BAM: "Sizwe Banzi Is Dead." 7:30 
pm. See Sat., April 12. 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL: 
"Thoroughly Modern Millie." 
7:30 pm. See Sat., April 12. 
SHAKESPEARE: at ” 11 




SLEEPER HIT: "Once U| 


at Brooklyn C< 


12. 



Cocktails at 6 

pm 7 ^do^SSOo'for^oStaL 7 

and performance; $1,000 for 
full evening. (718) 636-4100. 
PUBLIC ART: Brooklyn Arts Coun- 

Opportunities to Work and ^ 

of ar^rofessionaKdude ane 
members^of Arte for Transit 

and Public Art Fund. 6 pm to 
8:30 pm. Brooklyn Public Library's 
Central branch. Grand Army 
Plaza. (718) 625-0080. Free. 
BOOKCOURT: presents a reading 

German Bride" and Jennifer 
Cody: "The Painter From 
Shanghai." 7 pm. 163 Court St. 
(718) 875-3677. Free. 

BAM: Brooklyn Academy of Music 
presents The Baxter Theater 
Centre in "Sizwe Banzi Is 
Dead." $25 to $60. 7:30 pm. 
BAM Harvey Theater, 651 
Fulton St. (718) 636-4100. 


t River. (718) 624-2083. 


Thurs, April lO 


LECTURE: Saddam Hussein trial 
judge. Dr. Raid J. Al-Saedi, 
speaks at "The Trial of Saddc 
Hussein As a Defendant ' 
Courtroom: The Rule of 

CoSlege- 


My 


ne city Departmen 


7882 6 ext 


53. 

.G Arts' Jazz at the Ink 
Well presents jazz singer Chris- 
tine DeCapville. $5. 8 pm. 408 
Rogers Ave. (718) 675-6145. 

BAM: "Sizwe Banzi Is Dead." 7:30 
pm. Also, post-show talk with 
John Kani and Winston 
Ntshona. See Sat., April 12. 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL: 
"Thoroughly Modern Millie." 
7:30 pm. See Sat., April 12. 

SHAKESPEARE: at Brooklyn 
College. 7:30 pm. See Sat., 
April 12. 


paint with others. 10 am. 280 
Cadman Plaza West. (718) 623- 
7100. Free. 

CRITICAL MASS: Time's Up hosts 

and the Brooklyn end ofWil- 
liamsburg Bridge. (212) 802- 
8222. Free. 

RECEPTION: Solo exhibit of pho- 
tographs taken by the collabo- 
rative team Sasha Bezzubov 
and Jessica Sucher during their 
nine-month Fulbright trip to 


lery presents the exhibit "There 
There," featuring works by Ross 
Racine and Peter Feigenbaum. 
6:30 pm to 10 pm. 224 Roe- 
bling St. (718) 388-5388. Free. 
FILM: Sp 1 1 


songs of the 1950s, '60s and 
'70s. 8 pm. See Sat., April 12. 
DANCE: with Leanne Schmidt and 
Company. 8 pm. See Sat., April 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

PARK SLOPE WALK: Walking tour 

Park neighborhoods. $25, S i > H5 t 
kids (includes lunch). Tour times 
are 10 am and 1:30 pm. Call for 
meeting location. (212) 209-3370. 
MOONLIGHT RIDE: Time's Up 
hosts a tour through Prospect 
Park for cyclists and skaters. 9 
pm. Meet at Grand Army Plaza. 
(212) 802-8222. Free. 


RUSSIAN ROMANCES: Brooklyn 
Public Library's Kings Bay branch 
presents Russian musician Alex- 
ander Izbitser. 1 pm. 3650 No- 
strand Ave. (718) 368-1709. Free. 
BAM: Brooklyn Academy of Music 
presents The Baxter Theater 
Centre in "Sizwe Banzi Is Dead." 
$25 to $60. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Harvey Theater, 651 Fulton St. 
Also, BAM Talk: "Theater in 
South Africa: The New Millen- 
nium." $10, $5 Friends of BAM. 
3 pm. Hillman Attic Studio. 

(718) 636-4100. 


lege - Maroney Forum, 180 
nsen St., room 7402. (718) 
489-5200. Free. 

SUPPORT: NY Methodist Hospital 
offers a support group for peo- 
ple with cancer. Radiation On- 
cology Dept, 506 Sixth St. Call 
(718) 780-3593. Free. 

MEETING: Housing Committee of 


venting Homelessness: What 
Can Be Done? What is Being 
Done?" Pa 


and others. 6 pm to 8 pm. Flat- 
bush and DeKalb avenues. 

(718) 488-3372. Free. 
FINANCIAL LITERACY: Session on 

Money. 9 6:30 pm to8:30 pm. 
Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, 85 S. Oxford St. (718) 
625-7515. Free. 

JAZZ AT BARGEMUSIC: The 
Michael Marcus Quartet plays 

cJents. 8 pm. Fulton Ferry 
Landing, Old Fulton Street at 
the East River. (718) 624-2083. 
BRIC THEATER: presents the the- 
ater piece "Daughter's 
Mother." $12, $10 students. 8 
n. 647 Fulton St (718) 855- 


program presents a perform- 
ance by Vertigo Quartet. $40, 
& '" r ---liors and students. 8 pm. 
: erry Landing, Old Ful- 


"Thoroughly Modem Millie."^ 

Narrows Avenue. (718) 748-1537. 
SHAKESPEARE: Brooklyn College 
Department of Theater pres-^ 

speare's R 8c J." $5. 2 pm and 
7:30 pm. New Workshop 
Theater, 2900 Bedford Ave. 
(718) 951-4500. 

SALON SERIES: Brave New World 
Repertory Theater presents three 


SLEEPER HIT: Bi 

High School | 

Upon A Mattress," the c 

Princess and the P Pea." 5 


ROCK 'N' ROLL: The Rhapsody 
Players host a musical featuring 
songs of the 1950s, '60s and '70s. 
$15. 8 pm. St. John's Parish Hall, 

Parkway. (718) 907-3490. 
DANCE: Leanne Schmidt and 
Company presents a dance 
work which explores relation- 
ships. $15, $10 students, sen- 
iors. 8 pm. Triskelion Arts, 118 
N. 11th St. (480) 296-8391. 

OTHER 

AUTHOR EVENT: Paul Auster 

Library's Central branch. Grand 
Army Plaza. (718) 230-2100. Free. 
FLEA MARKET: at Church of the 
Holy Spirit. 9 am to 4 pm. 8117 
Bay Pkwy. (718) 837-0412. 
SYMPOSIUM: Brooklyn M 



Cultui 


s "Love and Pop: Vi 






Eastern Parkway. (718) 638-5000. 
STINKY CHEESE: Learn about 

; M : : .. 555. 2 pir. Sri’iin 


(718) 522-7425. 

POETRY: Brooklyn Public Library's 
Central branch hosts a poetry 


PERFORMANCE 

BCBC: Brooklyn Center for the Per- 

den Dragon Acrobats. $20. 2 
pm. Walt Whitman Theater, 1900 
Campus Rd. (718) 951-4500. 
RECITAL: St. Ann and the Holy 
Trinity Church presents Carol 
Francescani in "Open Your 

and sacred Fonging. $20 dona- 
tion. 3 pm. 1 57 Montague St. 
(718) 875-6960. 

MUSIC: Kinqsborough Community 
College hosts a program of 


w i: :,5. ; 


dance 


Blvd. (718) 368-5632. Free. 
BROOKLYN SINGS: Brooklyn 
Public Library's^Central bran< 

GrandArmy^faza (7187' ‘ ' 
2100. Free. 


M: Spoke the Hub preser 
Academy-award nominat 

LIST YOUR EVENT... 

To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks noti< 
or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@brooklynpaper.com; by me 
GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Paper, 55 Washington St., Suite 624, Brookly 
NY 1 1 201 ; or by fax: (71 8) 834-9278. Listings are free and printed on a spai 
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Japanese hybrid 

Bed-Stuys Asian , gypsy rock band , 
Kagero , boasts bold attire , new sound 


By Annie Wilner 

for The BrooklJ|jSij|i 

P erhaps it was fitting that Kagero — 
a Japanese, gypsy rock band 
helmed by Bedford-Stuyvesant 
frontman Kaz Fujimoto — was playing 
in a Colombian bar in Queens named 
after an island in the West Indies. 

The crowd at last month’s show at 
D’ Antigua, mainly from South America 
and Mexico, responded to Kagero’s joy- 
ously, overstuffed gypsy-inspired world 
music. After all, it’s not often in Jackson 
Heights you see a skinny, British-accent- 
ed Japanese rocker from Brooklyn who 
will also belt a few cover songs in Span- 
ish. Like many a budding idol, glamorous 
lead singer Fujimoto could be everything 
to everyone. 

Attired like a Japanese Jarvis Cocker 
on acid, Fujimoto had opted to wear a 
black leather jacket, a children’s plastic 
amulet and a crazy tie-dyed shirt, 
capped off with both a red visor and rac- 
ing goggles. 

“People who play in a band are not 
really wild,” Fujimoto nearly whispered 
to GO Brooklyn before the show, de- 
spite his outlandish getup. “I think they 
are very shy people.” 

The eccentric man singing nouvelle 
gypsy songs had the audience swaying 
their arms up in the air, without being 
asked, and whistling loudly. 

The evening, billed as “Gypsy 
Night,” comes at a time when the genre 



is buzzing. The music, borrowing from 
Russian, Eastern European and Spanish 
folk themes, became popularized in the 
United States in the 1930s. More recent 
rock acts like the Downtown party band 
Gogol Bordello and indie rock outfit 
Beirut have made this cross-cultural 
music fashionable and cool. 

Fujimoto, with a twinkle in his eye, 
calls gypsy music “magical.” 

Kagero is the first to blend rock ’n’ 
roll and gypsy themes with traditional 
Japanese music, according to bandmem- 
ber Jon Whitney. The band’s name is 
Japanese for “mirage” or “heat daze.” 
But they don’t want to be pigeonholed 
by their oddball take on the bouncy 

“We’re about world music,” explains 
Fujimoto, who lives on Greene Avenue. 
“Like Led Zeppelin or George Harrison 
used to do with Indian or Arabic music.” 

Alongside Fujimoto, drummer Geor- 
gi Markov brings serious Eastern Euro- 
pean credentials; he’s the son of a drum- 
mer from Bulgaria’s popular rock band 
Shturcite, or “the crickets.” 


“I joined the band because I was inter- 
ested in my cultural heritage,” said Mar- 
kov, who insists that he is not a gypsy. 

In terms of cultural influences in his 
native country, Fujimoto, who grew up in 
the town of Yamaguchi, does not listen to 
“J-rock,” mainstream Japanese rock mu- 
sic, or the candied genre “J-pop.” He 
prefers traditional Japanese music and 
reading about the history of the gypsy 
sound in the obscure Japanese magazine 
Latino. He also brings an obsession with 
early Beatles cover songs to the mix. 

At 14, Fujimoto began listening to a 
rock program on his navy blue Victor ra- 
dio, a present from his grandfather. The 
only rock the radio picked up in his 
home aired from midnight to 3 am out 
of Nagoya. Maybe that’s why he likes 
D’Antigua, where the show begins only 
when the owner gives the word, usually 
after midnight. 

As the set began, Fujimoto, arm 
crooked around an acoustic guitar, 
strummed heatedly while crooning play- 
ful, poppy power ballads set to gypsy 
melodies. He sang of actresses trying to 
get ahead in “Shanghai Calls Me,” while 
polka dot disco lights pin-wheeled 
around the room. Fujimoto’s undulating 
voice, borrowing generously from 1960s 
classic rock, also recalled Hungarian 
melodies and “minyo,” traditional 
Japanese folk songs. 

Alongside Fujimoto, Whitney (who 
has an Irish father and Japanese mother) 
created sloping melodies on amplified 



All that Kaz: Kagero, led by Kaz Fujimoto (second from left), strikes a 
pose in front of Coney Island's "Shoot the Freak" attraction. 


violin, while Markov magnified the rock 
element on drums and guitarist Rob 
Simpson, a heavy metal-obsessed KISS 
fan, pushed the band’s sound to the 
brink of insanity. 

Yuki Kuwana, a 34-year-old Japanese 
graphic designer, came to the show be- 
cause she is a Kagero fan. 

“I felt it was something new, a little 
bit different from any category,” said 
Kuwana. “I like the mixing between 
classical and rock.” 

Fujimoto’s sweeping voice was not 
completely unlike the vocal styles of 
many popular Spanish artists either. 

“They’re very synchronized, and ac- 
tually, the music is good,” said Mexico 
native Carlos Bordello, who mns a 
flooring installation business in Queens. 


Gisele Reyes, also bom in Mexico, 
typically comes to D’Antigua with her 
Argentine boyfriend to see the local 
Spanish rock acts and tribute bands. But 
she appreciated Kagero’s sound. 

While standing far from the stage, 
she said of Fujimoto, “His voice is very 
unique and clear.” 

That evening, Kagero seemed ready 
to perform every song they had ever 
written. The band played a gritty, teeter- 
ing chantey called “My Daddy is a 
Thief’ and “Angel Baby,” a rainbow- 
like disco ballad set to a samba beat. 

As the set rocketed forward, Fujimo- 
to’s appearance became progressively 
messier, face warmed by beer, all the 
while maintaining control of his place as 
resident gypsy king for the evening. 


MURAKAMI... 



Continued from page 7 
from the Los Angeles Muse- 
um of Contemporary Art — 
is a large Technicolor feath- 
er in the Brooklyn Muse- 

Gallery surfaces are cov- 
ered in unexpected ways — 
the stairwells splashed with 
camouflage and a skull 
print, another room’s floor is 
done up with cartoon cracks 
— that make “Murakami” 
more than the sum of its 

And while Murakami’s 
sculpture, like “Hower Ma- 
tango” (2001-2006), which 
looks like a gumball ma- 
chine on steroids, and paintings, like “Super Nova” (1999), 
which has the appearance of an explosion in a candy store, or 
perhaps a mushroom cloud expanding over Nagasaki and Hi- 
roshima, are bright and thought-provoking, it’s the extra touches 
that truly make the show shine. 

But there’s more to Murakami than sunshine and homy ro- 
bots. The artist, whose group of collaborators works under the 


Top Seller: Takashi Muraka- 
ni at the Brooklyn Museum 
in Wednesday. 


Display Room” directly beneath the Vuitton outpost. Purporting 
to sell key chains, toys, clothing and books that aren’t really for 
sale, the shop pokes fun at Murakami’s retail success. 

Sitting at the press preview for the exhibit in a dark suit, 
white sneakers and silver tie, Murakami, 45, spoke little but 
nodded enthusiastically as Lehman and Paul Schimmel, chief 
curator of LAMoCA, explained the juxtaposition of handmade 
and mass reproduced work. 

“This is an exciting interrelation between the world of art and 
luxury in a vibrant and dynamic fashion,” Vuitton Chairman 
Yves Carcelle said in a statement. 

The brand’s Artistic Director, Marc Jacobs, said, “It has been 
and continues to be a monumental marriage of art and com- 
merce. The ultimate cross-over, one for both the fashion and art 
history books.” 

Murakami isn’t just another artist blithely tossing his work 
onto a product though. His work comments on the commercial- 
ism that he is part of. 

“It is the co-mingling of these ideas and cultures that is cen- 
tral to his practice,” said Schimmel, just before Murakami, smil- 
ing like one of the flowers in his paintings, bounded off the 
stage and into the bright lights of a waiting television camera. 



Hill, (718) 
Saturdays: DJ Aki, 7 pm. 


iter, 10 pm, $5; Wednesdays: Ope 
rte Jones and Da Feel, 9 pm, $5 ($10 after 
n); April 5: "Reggae Retro," a rec 
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Hampton Jitney is Back in Brooklyn! 

Service to the Hamptons & Long Island's East End Resumes March 21st 


I To East End* i 


I MONTAUK LI 


I Cadman Plaza East & Wes 


M MONTAUK LI 


Fridays 


9th Streets at the M, R & F subway station ent 
Church of St. Thomas Aquinas. 

2) 4th Ave. @ Union St ■ East side of 4th between Sackett and Union at the M, R 8 


3) Atlantic Ave. @ 3rd Ave. - North side of Atlantic at bus stop. 

4) Tillary St ■ Between Cadman Plaza East & West at H.J. sign near bus shelter. 

Brooklyn Service Westbound Drop-off Locations: <J f r jp on 

11 r-*—. DU» A ri*ri< st. - Bus stop shelter west side Sundays 


2) Court St. @ Joralemon St. - 

3) Union St. @ 4th Ave. - 

4) Prospect Park West &i 


Need a Place to Stay? 

Dr information on lodging and place 



www.hamptonjitney.com 
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Judge for yourself: Abe speaks 


Nobody likes a bad review. 

So when former City Coun- 
cilman Abe Gerges — now the 
newly minted administrative 
judge at the state Supreme 
Court on Adams Street — read 
our recent editorial slamming 
judges for parking on a walk- 
way in Columbus Park, he did 
what any former show-business 
performer would have done. 

The Borscht Belt singer 
once known as George Garson 
dialed me up and asked for a 
meeting. 

Twenty minutes later, I was 
in the big man’s still-bare office, 
debating whether judges should 
be parking in a city park. 

It’s a debate that, objective- 
ly speaking, I won. 

First, some background: 
Judges have been parking in 
that cement lot for decades, long 
before the park was spruced up 
and the plaza around Borough 
Hall transformed into a genuine 
gathering place. 

Brooklyn Heights residents 
have been complaining for 
years about the four-dozen cars 
parked within Columbus Park 
— and the dozen or so that are 
left on a newly renovated 
walkway between the parking 
lot and Borough Hall. 

After the Parks Department 
moved to evict the judges from 
the walkway, a few of them 
threatened a lawsuit. 

The subsequent press cover- 
age in this newspaper (“Judges 
fighting for free parking”) and 
the New York Daily News 
(“These judges bemoan their 
lot”) presented the judges in 
the kind of light typically re- 
served for governors who get 
caught with prostitutes. 

So Gerges, who was still in 
his first week on the job, mind 
you, started a charm offensive, 
paying an impromptu visit to 


I THE BROOKLYN J 
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the Daily News’s Court Street 
bureau, arranging a hasty 
meeting with the Brooklyn 
Heights Association, and even 
reaching out to Transportation 
Alternatives, which had held a 
protest featuring fake “judges” 
in robes holding signs like 
“Parks R 4 Parking.” 

And, naturally, he called this 
reporter-editor- non-park parker. 
Throughout our debate, Gerges 
refused to back down from his 
central point: That judges need 
parking right next to the court- 


house because they 
are a target for vio- 

“I was mugged 
and beaten up when I 
■ was a judge,” he said. 

“I’ve had trials where 
witnesses were killed. 
That’s the work we do. If you 
work the matrimonial part, one 
side feels like you destroyed 
their life. It’s not like you, writ- 
ing an editorial or a column — 
we have to walk outside where 
someone could be waiting.” 
With all due respect, we 
print our office address in the 
paper (and my home address is 
in that quaint old phone book), 
so it wouldn’t be hard for an 
aggrieved party to find me. 

Gerges also made the now- 
obligatory 9-11 argument — 


Gersh's new ankle X-ray at 

BrooklynPaper.com 


namely that the terror attacks 
of Sept. 11, 2001 showed that 
America, and, apparently, its 
hard-working judges, can 
come under attack at any time. 

I have nothing but respect 
for Abe Gerges, but I batted 
his arguments aside like I was 
David Wright on Opening Day 
(did you see that game!): 

a) If judges don’t want to live 
in fear of being attacked, they 
have a very easy way to avoid 
violence: Don’t run for the of- 
fice in the first place. 

b) Parking 50 feet from 
one’s car hardly affords a full 
measure of safety. Indeed, a 
Councilman was once mur- 


dered inside 
City Hall. 

c) 9-11 

didn’t change 
anything except turning what 
could have been a mediocre 
presidency into one of histo- 
ry's worst. 

d) Gerges himself admitted 
that he often walks to work. 
Why? “I’m not going to let 
anyone tell me how to live,” 
he said. “I have to be a part of 
the city.” 

So instead of complaining 
about our stories, he should 
tell his judges to be “part of 
the city” and get out of their 
cars. It’s time to bring this 
long-running comedy to a 

Sorry, your honor, but I just 
gave you another bad review. 



New administrative judge — and former Councilman — Abe Gerges called up oi 
nist to complain about coverage of his judges' parking habits. Not that it helped! 



Truck off! Rigs gone wild 


Caught!: Our photographer snapped this big rig driving on Kingsland Avenue. 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Kingsland Avenue in Williamsburg 
has become a highway to hell — thanks 
to hundreds of big rigs that illegally use 
it as a shortcut through the residential 
neighborhood. 

Truck drivers making local deliveries 
„ have the right to use local streets, but a 
1 Department of Transportation study found 
I that far too many of them are going where 
I they don’t belong, breaking the law — 
^ and bruising a few eardrums — in the 
£ process. 

1 “The noise here is pretty terrible,” said 
| Adam Gucwa, who lives on the portion of 
| Kingsland Avenue, south of Norman Av- 
* enue , that is off-limits for trucks . “When 
the trucks go past it shakes our house. It 


sounds like our whole building is falling 

But noise is only a part of the problem, 
said Assemblyman Joe Lentol (D-Green- 
point), whose office coordinated the 

“These trucks create traffic, noise and 
pollution,” the lawmaker said. “Large 
trucks barreling down narrow streets 
where our children play is downright dan- 

To determine which streets truckers 
use illegally, the DOT installed cameras 
on local roads near major truck routes. 
Kingsland proved to be the most popular, 
with as many as 267 tracks driving down 
it in a single hour. 

“We spotted several hundred a day on 
Kingsland, easily,” said Amy Cleary, a 
spokeswoman for Lentol. “On some days, 


there were more than 1,000.” 

Now that authorities know where to 
find illegal track traffic, they plan to in- 
stall motion or weight sensors in the roads 
for three months this summer. The sen- 
sors will trigger cameras that photograph 
the tracks’ license plates, which would al- 
low the city to send summons to the driv- 

The plan would have to be approved in 
Albany, where it faces a future filled with 
potholes. 

But even if it passes, some residents 
doubt that ticketing will stop tracks from 
rumbling down their blocks. 

“The drivers seem to like using this 
street,” said one Kingsland Avenue 
woman. 

“I’ve been living here for 70 years and 
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PSYCHOTHERAPY 


• Gentle and Caring Psychotherapy 


STEVEN KATZ, LCSW I 917-922-4983 

25 Years of Counseling Experience I steven.n.katz@gmail.com 
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DENTISTS 


We’ve Moved! 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue 

between Carroll & Garfield 




White Fillings • 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


Free Consultation 


789-5700 


SLOPEf 

DENTAL" 


Ronald I. Teichman, DDS 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 
Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

- Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

- Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance pla 


Call to advertise — in print and online 

( 718 ) 834-9350 
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Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 




d system is FDA-Approved, 
ep, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical month^rnealing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
d Insurance coverage) 


jrnealing. 


I *0NLY $495 
j FOR DENTURE! 

I Limited Time Offer 


I Call today for your FREE Consultation 

! 718 - 833-6895 


\ MURRAY FRYD, DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 

(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modern Office ) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

• Root Canal * Gum Treatment 

A "aK n ,!!!! d JSH Ce U SPECIAL ATTENTION 
Welcome. Discounts for ■ * 

Senior Citizens ■ Patients & Children 



Quality Dentistry v 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
sloped ental .com ■ 76 8- till 


GENERAL & IMPLANT DENTISTRY 

Root Canals i 
Crowns & Bridges T 
Cosmetic Dentistry J 
Bleaching / Zoom 2 1 
Oral Surgery / Implants 
Treatment of Gum Disease 
Fixed & Removable Bridges 
Periodontics / Prosthodontics 
Emergencies Seen SAME DAY J 

www. strachandds. com 
Dr. Jeff C. Strachan & Dr. Beeren Gajjar 
1 89 Montague St. #800A, Brooklyn Heights 
office: (718) 783-0504 /emergency: (917) 753-3314 



Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 8am-6pm / Saturdays: Appointment Only 


Now in Park Slope! 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) insurance 

TZT (718)622-8020 Zm 


m 
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E> 

CROWNS 


f 1 ~3 GENERAL & COSMETIC 

DENTISTRY 


Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

bet. 13th & 14th Sts. 
(718) 768-8372 



EYE CARE 


LOOK GREAT. SEE GREAT! 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Galinsky, O.D. 



Most Medical Insurance Accepted • Union Plans • Medicaid • Medicare 
Discounts For Senior Citizens • Transportation provided if eligible 

9tfi Street OptieaC 


1 (718) 965-2545 


SKY WATCH 



WATCHING THE WATCHERS: Two women discuss the 
new Sky Watch tower on DUMBO's Front Street. 

Continued from page 1 

DUMBO. “This neighborhood is very genteel.” 

Naturally, there were lots of theories to explain the new police 
lookout, which is also surrounded by barricades and police cruis- 
ers and has caused the loss of at least five parking spaces (no 
small matter). 

“It’s got to be because someone made a terror threat against the 
[Manhattan] bridge,” said one gawker as he left La Bagel Delight 
at the comer of Front and Adams streets. 

Police officials said the deployment of the Sky Watch had noth- 
ing to do with terrorism, but was simply a response to two recent 
robberies on Front Street. 

“It’s a safe neighborhood, and we want to keep it that way,” 
said Captain Alan Abel, commanding officer of the 84th Precinct. 
“There were a couple of robberies on Front Street earlier in the 
month, so as a response, Sky Watch was put in place.” 

Community reaction is certainly mixed. Where some saw a po- 
lice over-reaction, others saw a more secure neighborhood. 

‘Tf it makes people feel safe and secure, then it’s good,” said 1\ick- 
er Reed, executive director of the DUMBO Improvement District. 

“It demonstrates that the 84th Precinct is taking these incidents very 
seriously. This kind of response is what the community was calling 
for.” 

But others wondered whether an eye in the sky is the best way 
to keep the neighborhood safe — and prosperous. 

“Yes, there were four burglaries in this building in the past week 
or two — but the tower doesn’t really seem that necessary,” said 
Jason Harding, a barista at the DUMBO General Store. 

Others wondered whether the presence of the police tower would 
help the local gentry when it comes to selling those $1 million one- 
bedroom units. 

“DUMBO does not have a reputation as a crime-infested neigh- 
borhood, so if people see the tower there they [think] it’s proactive 
and helpful,” said David Kramer, whose Hudson Companies built 
the J Condo tower on Jay Street. 

“I don’t think it creates any negative impressions because people 
don’t approach DUMBO with concerns about crime.” 

He added that for neighborhoods where “there is a [perception] 
about high crime, the Sky Watch ca ” 


SUPREMES 

Continued from page 1 

ect, was unimpressed by the plaintiffs’ appeal to the High Court. 

“Courts have uniformly dismissed each and every challenge to 
the Atlantic Yards development, and we expect this petition to be 
similarly rejected,” said Johnston. 

The numbers are on his side. 

The Supreme Court receives about 8,000 petitions a year, yet 
takes about 80. Plaintiffs’ attorney Matt Brinckerhoff put the odds 
at 5-1 that the Roberts Court would choose to re-examine its still- 
fresh Kelo decision. 

But if the Supreme Court declines the case, Brinckerhoff vows 
to refile his appeal in state court. 

“When that’s over, then we’re done,” he said. “We’re talking 
about at least a year or year and a half before all that gets resolved.” 

The time element is key. 

Ratner’s agreement with the state calls for the ESDC to hand 
over $200 million in public funds to finance the arena — but the 
deal will be voided if litigation and condemnation procedures are 
not complete by December 2009. 

Time has not been on Ratner’s side. 

The developer admitted last month that he had shelved 11 of the 
project’s 16 buildings, including the iconic Miss Brooklyn , due to 
the economic downturn, he said. 
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Classifieds 


Gynecological Disorders ■ 
Anxiety, Depression & 

Many Other Conditions 
Call to schedule an appt. today! 

HEIDI BOTNICK, L.AC. 

Licensed Acupuncturist 

718-306-9152 & 


J. ACU BROOKLYN. co 

' New York City's source 
■■ for natural healing 


Child Care Available 


Childcare Available 

Experienced mature woman 
will care for you child in your 
home. References available. 

Call Mary 

(718)232-2194 


Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 
occasions — AcWts & Kids. Comedy, 

Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 
"University Professor of Speech & Communications" 

718-434-9697 

917-318-9092 


fHfi' 


Organic, fair Trade ChiUren's forties 

■ Puppet Shows • Face Painting • Costume Parties: 
Fairy, Princess, Wizard, Dancer ■ Organic Catering 
and Treats 'Crofts • Balloon Fun • Decorations 
- Favors - Caricotures ■ Tarot Readings 


Ca(( Rebecca 
(347)385-6703 

wunv.flomrfairy. net 


EARN $200 A WEEK 
HOSTING INTI STUDENTS 

If you have an empty bedroom, near 
subway, good neighborhood. 

Email: studentservices@geosnyc.com 
or call Josh (646) 674-1621 


BUNGALOW RENTALS 
FAMILY FRIENDLY - 1 TO 4 WEEKS 

Lake Huntington Summer Community ■ 
Cooperative Property - Pool (with Lifeguards) - 
Basketball Tennis Ball Field 


No one has dibs on ugly red chair 


NetOiAirwia 


- LOOK FLAWLESS - 

Expert makeup Artist w/Over 1 5 years 
Experience with Brides - Bridal Parties - 
Sweet 1 6's • Proms or Any Special Occasion 

10% OFF Bridal Parly al 4 ar Mare! 
Call Cerene (718) 309-0079 

uzicerennakash@yahoo.com L25 



L ast month, when Smart- 
mom decided to get rid 
of the red, ultra-suede 
club chair in her living room, 
Teen Spirit was fit to be tied. 

“How dare you throw away 
that cornerstone of my child- 
hood,” he screamed. 

Then the Oh So Feisty One 
chimed in. “Say it: ‘I will not 
throw away, give away, or sell 
the red chair. Say it!’ ” 

Despite their protestations, 
Smartmom, with great difficul- 
ty, single-handedly moved the 
chair from the living room into 
the dining room to further 
await a decision on its fate. 

At first, she put it on its side 
so that it wouldn’t take up too 
much space. Then OSFO put it 
right side up so that she could 
sit on it at dinnertime. You see, 
OSFO likes to eat in that chair 
— that’s one of the reasons it’s 

Smartmom should have put 
the kibosh on eating in the liv- 
ing room — on the red chair 
— but she never did. 

But it wasn’t only the dark 
stains on the ultra suede that 
bothered Smartmom. The 
chair took up too much space 
in the family’s living room. It 
was like a black hole swallow- 
ing up all the room’s sunlight 
and blocking the windows. 

It was just too big. 

Still, Smartmom knows how 
attached her children are to that 
skuzzy old chair. For Buddha’s 
sake, that’s where Teen Spirit 
watched Pokemon videos and 
“Beauty and the Beast.” OSFO 
was breastfed in that chair. The 
where she did spin art and ate 
snacks (hence the paint stains 
and the caked-on food). 

When she got older, OSFO 
watched “The O.C.” and 
“Gossip Girl” in that chair. 
Teen Spirit played his guitars 
there; his friends used it as a 
bed when they slept over. 

Smartmom knew that she 
was probably a cruel, insensi- 
tive mother to get rid of that 
chair. Think of the memories 
embedded in it. It’s like a 
Proustean Madeleine. 

Memories, schmemories. 
The springs are coming out of 
the bottom; it smells. Years 
ago, she hired Macy’s Uphol- 
stery Service to clean it and 
even they couldn’t get the 

Sure, it’s a fancy chair. It 
had been custom made for 
Manhattan Granny a snazzy 
upholsterer in Soho. But as 
soon as she saw how much 
space it took up in her mini- 
malist living room on the Up- 
per West Side, she had it 
shipped to Park Slope. 

That was 13 years ago. And 
it’s been in Smartmom’s apart- 

“You’re always changing 
things,” Teen Spirit told Smart- 
“When you’re upset you 
the furniture.” Smart- 
was stricken. But she 
knew he was right. When she’s 
upset, she rearranges, tidies 
piles of paper, folds clothing. 

A fter a few days, Smart- 
mom decided to try to 
find a new home for the 
chair. That way, her children 
wouldn’t feel like she’d just 
tossed it away. A young mar- 
ried couple came over to look 
at it. They seemed to like it. 
The guy said it was probably 
too big, but the woman 
seemed to want to make it 
work. Smartmom measured 
the chair for them. 

Later, the young woman 


PhysicAlly AcrivE, 
Nature OitiENTEd, 
OutcIoor 

TRAVEliNq DAy Camp 

hMIl'Alll.H.'.U Swimming at a lake, pool and the 
— ■■■■■■■ beach. Weekly hikes and trips to 

Museums, Zoos, Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty 
Science Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame Place 



• Experienced, 
Carefully Chosen, 
Adult Staff 

• Flexible Schedule: 
3, 4, 5 or 6 weeks 



-Ages 4y 2 to11 
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By Louise Crawford 


called to say that the chair w 


asked Mrs. Kravitz, her down- 
stairs neighbor, if she wanted 
it. Her living room is big and 


she’s been 
wanting to get 
rid of what she 
calls her yel- 
low “grand- 
mother chair.” 
Smartmom 
reasoned that it 
would be nice 
have the chair in the build- 


FAMILY 

CALENDAR 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 

SATURDAY, APRIL 5 

10 am: Park Slope Little 
League Parade. Begins on 
Seventh Avenue and Carroll 
Street, moves down Seventh 


Sports and Fitness Expo. 
Francis College (180 Rem 
Street, between Court an 


Brooklyn Museum (200 
Eastern Pkwy., at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights). 
$8, $4 students and seniors; 
free for members and kids 12 
and younger. Call (718) 638- 
5000 for info. 

12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: 
"Cinderella." Puppetworks 
(338 Sixth A> " ' 


\ve., at Sterling 
■ospect Heights). 


SUNDAY, APRIL 6 

1 1 am: Jewish activity group. 
Union Temple (17 Eastern 
Pkwy., at Plaza Street East). 
Free. Call (718) 638-7600 for 


ing readingsjiistory-themed 

Children's Corner, Prospect 
Park (enter park at Flatbush 
Avenue and Empire 
Boulevard). Visit www.heartof- 
brooklyn.org for info. 

2 pm: Blogging workshop. 
Prospect Park YMCA (357 
Ninth St., between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues in Park Slope). 
Free. Call (718) 789-8170 for 

2 pm: "Wildlife Detectives in 



the Garden." 
Botanii ~ 
Washir 


m (100 


PLAY BALL!: Park Slope 
ballplayers will parade 
on Sunday. 

Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene). $20. Visit 
www.babylovesjazz.info for 

3 pm: Brooklyn county fair 

Brooklyn Children's Museum 
(470 Vanderbilt Ave., at Fulton 
Street in Fort Greene.) $100 
for a family of four. Call (718) 
735-4400, ext. 323 for info. 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: 
"Cinderella." See Saturday, 
April 5. 

3 pm: "Aesop's Foibles." See 
Saturday, April 5. 

MONDAY, APRIL 7 

1 1 am-3 pm: Easter egg 
hunt. Von King Park (670 
Lafayette Ave., at Marcy 
Avenue in Bedford- 
Stuyvesant). Free. Call (718) 
965-8938 for info. 

Prospert Park YMCA (35°7 P ' 
Ninth St., between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues in Park Slope). 
Free. Call (718) 789-81 70 for 

SATURDAY, APRIL 12 

11:30 am: Book brunchwith 
author/ illustrator Brian 
Selznick. BAMCafe (30 
Lafayette Ave., at Ashland 


FortGree 


_,_mery Street in 

Prospect Heights). Call (718) 
735-4400, ext. 321 for info. 

Show." Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange (421 Fifth Ave. at 
Eighth Street in Park Slope) 

$10, $8 for kids under 13. Call 
(718) 832-0018 for info. 

2 pm: "Baby Loves Jazz" with 
Steven Bernstein and Sharon 
Jones. Brooklyn Masonic 
Temple (317 Clermont Ave., at 

To list your event, e-mail informatio 


jn 1 5 and 

Call (718) 636-4100 ‘ 


ter- 


Foibles." See Saturday, April 5. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 13 

12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: 

"Cinderella." See Sat., April 5. 

3 pm: "Aesop's Foibles." See 
Sat., April 5. 

i to Calendar@BrooklynPaper.com. 
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chair. Smartmom plied them 
with a $20 Cabernet (which is a 
lot for her!). But that didn’t 
help. They didn’t want that big 
chair in their living room either. 

S martmom is still trying 
to find a home for the 
chair. If no one wants it, 
she’s going to call Housing 
Works and they’ll come and 
cart it away. In the meantime, 
it sits quietly in the comer of 
the dining room next to the en- 
trance to the kitchen. 

Secretly, Smartmom fanta- 


sizes about taking it downstairs 
on big garbage day. Teen Spirit 
is still p.o.’ed. The other night, 
he pointed angrily at the white 
plastic Eames chair that Smart- 
mom put in its stead in the living 
room and said, “You don’t ex- 
pect us to sit on THAT do you?’ 

So the chair waits. Smart- 

Anybody want a nice, big 
red chair? It’s free. 

Louise Crawford also writes 
"Only the Blog Knows Brook- 
lyn," a Web site. 


£ Brooklyn 
ift Fencing 
JbSt Center 

Rl Jj L • Group Classes 




• Private Lessons 

• Summer Camps 


FCNCING BIRTHDAY PACKAGES! f 


62 Fourth St. (corner of Hoyt) • (718)522-5822 
uiuiui.8rooklynFendng.com 


What's in a 
name? Marty 
says a lot 


TTJTOT1S-1NK 

A Comprehensive Tutorial Se rvice, 

Study Skills 
Regents Exams 
Homework Help 
Subject Expertise 
SAT/SATII Prep 

Get The Edge - Start Early flE 

www.tutors-ink.com 212.594.4730 718.941.0541 



WINDSOR TERRACE • BAY RIDGE • KENSINGTON 


■We FERt< Sl°pe 


Joseph Cohen and his sister Ellen Paskin in the school 
named after their mother. Doris Cohen. Borough President 
Markowitz has joined their fight against a plan to rename 
the Kensington elementary school. 



• Established 1992 


718-788-PSDC (7732) ■ www.ParkSlopeDayCamp. 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Borough President Mark- 
owitz is siding with the de- 
scendants of Doris Cohen in 
their battle to get a Kensing- 
ton elementary school to re- 
tain their mother’s name. 

PS 230 on Albemarle Road 
has been named for the long- 
time volunteer and school 
board member, but the Parent 
Teacher Association voted ear- 
lier this month to re-name the 
school for Clarence McKenzie, 
a drummer boy from Brooklyn 
killed in the Civil War by 
friendly fire. 

Parents and teachers say 
McKenzie’s name belongs on 
the school because students 
study his life in the classroom 
and on visits to Green- Wood 
Cemetery, where McKenzie is 

“This boy was an unsung 
hero,” said PTA president 
Nicholas Pisano. “I’m not say- 
ing a 12-year-old should go off 
to war, but in this day where 
most kids are plugged into 
their iPods, [McKenzie’s story] 
brings them back to the mes- 
sage of citizenship and doing 
stuff for other people.” 

Cohen might not have gone 
to war, but she fought in the 
1960s and ’70s, marching on 
Albany for funding for 
schools, playgrounds, gifted 
programs and pre-K classes. 

Yet her contributions have 
faded. And renaming propo- 
nents say that her family has 
not maintained involvement. 

Markowitz did not know 
Cohen, but in a March 19 letter 
to the local Community Edu- 
cation Council — which will 
approve or dismiss the plan to 
rename PS 230 at its April or 
May meeting — he wrote that 


“Doris L. Cohen’s tireless 
work on behalf of young peo- 
ple made the world a better 
place and I urge you to retain 
her name on PS 230.” 

But the parents aren’t budg- 
ing. “From our end ... it 
passed a vote and we stand by 
that vote,” said Pisano. “What- 
ever the outcome is we’U abide 
by it, but we hope [the Com- 
munity Education Council] 
will respect the wishes of par- 
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A Nail Boutique Created with You In Mind 

Specializing in Manicures & Pedicures ■ Children’s Nail Services 
Waxing • Airbrush Tanning ■ Make-up Application 
All kinds of parties — kids' & adults’. 

^88 ATLANTIC AVENUE (HENRY/HICKS) ■ (347) 844-9034^ V 
af&L MON.-SAT. 1 0 AM-8 PM & SUN. 10 AM— 7 PM JJR 



Jtuggs mu 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


NEW! 2-year Olds Class. Spaces Available 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

.(31| 3, 4 or 5 mornings, afternoons 

U Licensed teachers 

or full days 

U Optimal educational equipment 

U Spacious Classrooms 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

U Indoor Gym facilities 

U Caring, loving environment 

Summer Program Available! 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 





JUNE 30 - AUGUST 1 4 

• Swimming • Judaic Study • Dramatics 

• Trips • Soccer • Crafts 

2 two-week sessions: 1st sesS^P (6/30-7/11) 

■ 2nd session(7/14-7/25) Cost: $500 per session 
3rd session three-week session (7/28-8/14) Cost: 800 
Hours: 9am-3pm ■ Extended carei8am-9am and 3-6pm Cost: 300 per session 

AT CftNfiRFfiATIftN R’NAI AURAHAM 1 


117 Remsen Street, Brooklyn Heights 
Contact Michoel Goldin (718) 928-4192 
Michoelgoldin@yahoo.com • vyww.jewishsportsacademy.org 



Beginning with Children Foundation, I 

BwC 


P 


Where Family 
Matters 


At BwCF schools, families play an active role as volunteers and leaders. 

Families participate in: 

• Monthly potluck suppers 

• Our active parent/teacher groups and parent cabinets 

• Weekly family reading days 

• Social events including Family Field Day, parent/teacher basketball games 
and school dances 


Beginning with Children Charter School I Community Partnership Charter School 

Grades K-8 Grades K-5 

Williamsburg, Brooklyn Clinton Hill, Brooklyn 

718-388-8847 I 718-399-3824 


To learn more about BwCF and our schools, please visit www.bwcf.org. 


Beginning with Children Foundation 

Richness - Rigor - Results 
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DEVELOPMENT All OVER 

Prospect Lefferts Gardens gets big 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It could be the development 
that finally lights a fire under the 
long simmering Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens real-estate market — to 
the delight of some residents and 
the dismay of others anxious to 
retain the character of a neighbor- 
hood still relatively untouched by 
new construction. 

Developer Henry Herbst plans to 
erect this glass-clad, 23-story sky- 
scraper, complete with 80 condos, 
ground-floor retail, second-floor 
doctors offices, “subtle” lighting 
between the building’s two sec- 
tions, a rooftop garden, and views 
of Prospect Park in the often-over- 
looked Prospect Lefferts Gardens. 

The high rise, on Lincoln Road, 
between Ocean and Flatbush av- 







CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS ALONG FOURTH AVENUE 
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NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 

Reader Advisory: National Trade A: 

.sociations to which we belong have 

CADNET ADS 

Adoption 

I Financial 


Our aggressive IRS negotiations save clients 
MILLIONS of dollars. NATIONS TAX RELIEF - 
A less taxing life! 800-897-7417: 

CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Talk with caring 

Z%o C „^6^10-S S °“ TrUS 

BURIED IN CREDIT CARD DEBT. We can save 
me U nii°S n th S e Deb^Relief HoXn?for you’r 

A— 

1 Health & Fitness 


is WW- 

as*' 

WGRA/CIALIS. f VIAGRA7GALIS. 40Jo, 



SHSSawKS 







EfttpJSS 

suss 

SLTdSbfate. plfd training^Career 

tSSSs'a-"--' 






ESSraB-S 55 


pftisSi 




55S5 

Financial 

1 





CLASSIFIED AVE 









llfptil 

jg|H 


— « 

fpSSSSss 



1 

Call 1-888-283-W “ ' 

Si^L^s: 








Mimi.WIM 







.ra-.‘5S; 

“rrter-- 

1-888-277-6713 











Editor 


April 5, 2008 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


of the Year. 


HOME 


IMPROVEMENT 
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Rubbish Removal 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 

• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 


Serving All 
of NYC 


RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL 


718 349-7555 




RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 

i " _ Same Day 
Clean-Up! 


Free Estimates 
24 Hour Service 


crecs EXPRESS 



1 -800-MR-RIIBBISH 


Tree Service 




Notice of Formation of MLVM Washing LLC; Arts 
Org., filed with NY Sec. of State ("SSNY") 
9/04/2007. Office in Kings County; SSNY desig- 
nated agent for service of process with copy 
mailed to The LLC, 1274 49th Street, PMB #302, 
Brooklyn, NY 11219, All lawful business purposes. 


EMPLOYMENT 


Part-Time Receptionist/ 
Word Processor 

Entry Level 

Monday, Wednesday 9am-4pm 
Tuesday, Thursday 10am-5pm 

(718) 875-3167 L14 


PART TIME 
DENTAL ASSISTANT 

Saturdays a must. 

Position available ASAP. Call Donna 

(718) 622-5144 w 


Cleaning Service 

Need house cleaners to work 
in all 5 boroughs. Must speak 
English & have Experience. 
Salary starts $10-$12 per hour. 

(718) 433-1499 L13 

Sales Representative 

ITALIAN OR SICILIAN SPEAKING! We are 
seeking o Manufacturer's Soles Rep. to do 
end user work and bake-off our fine Italian 
& American product lines to end users and 
distribution in NY area. Qualified candidates 
must have the ability to grow and manage 
existing accounts, expand product lines, as 
well as cultivate new business opportuni- 
ties. We offer competitive compensation 
and on excellent benefits package, includ- 
ing medical, dental, vision, disability, 401 
(k) with company match, etc. 

Please call 312-330-3000 


FOOD PREP HELPER 

Needed for Bensonhurst 
pizzeria. Clean up work also. 
Full time, weekends 
necessary. Call 

(718) 621-1260 wi6 


EXPERIENCED CNC 
MACHINE OPERATORS 

nal Location. Competitive Salary. 
In Business since 1944. 

Fax Resume to (718) 439-4464 
or Email to: 

wiggbyprecision.prodigy.net^ 


Santa Claus Wanted 

Naturally bearded (Own growth. May be 
bleached) for Local Mall. 6-7 week 
promotion. Will train. Must Love 
Children! Excellent pay. 

Dianne or Karen 1-800-969-2440 
(Pleise reference 40 in all) j 


SEASONAL TENNIS 
COACHES WANTED 

NY Junior Tennis Leogue seeks tennis 
ployers or conches to work with onr chil- 
dren's programs in 5 boroughs. These are 
paid port-time jobs. Spring after school X 
Sommer full day. If you love kids and love 
tennis. Fox (718-786-7635) or Email 
(iobs@nyjti.org) your tennis resume attn: 
NYJTLHR. 


Now Interviewing 
Construction Estimators 

for Commercial, Residential 
& Industrial Jobs 

Fax to Jenny (718) 497-5988 


Vendors Wanted 

Park Slope Flea Market. 
High traffic area. 

88 Ninth Street 

(718) 788-0880 


Cleaning Volunteers Needed 

for organization that donates service for cancer 
victims. Background check S drug free. 

(718)383-0875 lzz 

Secretary/Administrative Ass’t 

Responsibilities vary with position. Maintain 
confidential records. Prepare reports & track & 
record medications. Maintain files & statistics. 
Prepare bills & manage petty cash. Schedule & 
record appointments. Provide other assistance 
as needed. HS/GED + up to 2 yrs exp req'd. 
Must type 35-60 wpm, depending upon posi- 
tion & be familiar w/MS Word. Positions are 
full-time w/benefits. Salary commensurate 
with education & exp. 

Please mail/fax resumes to: HR Office 
St Vincent's Services, Inc. 

66 Boerum Place, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Fax:718-875-8536 
Visit us at www.svs.org EOE. 


LEGAL NOTICES 


day of March, 2008, bearing Index Number N00270/2008, a copy of which ma^ be examined 
et the Office of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Uvingston Street, 





Notice of formation of LKPETECO LLC. Arts, of Org. 
filed w/SSNY 11/08/07. Location Kings County. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against it shall be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy of any process to: 408 
St. Johns Place, 2C, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 238. B pio-is 



Notice of Formation of Erma Realty, LLC; Arts., of 
Org., filed with NY Sec. of State ("SSNY") 
05/20/2002. Office in Kings County; SSNY desig- 
nated agent for service of process with copy 
mailed to E. Robert Goodkind, Esq., c/o Pryor 
Cashman LLP, 410 Park Avenue, 10th FI., New 
York, NY 10022, All lawful business purposes. 


AGENTS & BROKERS 


If you’ve been waiting, the time is now... 
FLORIDA IS ON SALE! 

www.nvfraninflorida.com 


Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

Prudential Florida WCI Realty 
Wellington/West Palm Beach 

(561) 307-0471 
email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com 


REAL ESTATE 


MORTGAGES 


5.375% MORTGAGE RATE 

400,000 Loan = 2,240 per month 

(30 year fixed rate) 5.75 APR 
to lower your monthly payments, consolidate your debts, 

1 fixed rate payment for 30 years. Get out of your adjustable rate. 
Mortgage Lates ok, lowest fixed rates in 50 Yrs, 



For Rent For Sale 


Sunset Park -48 th St. 


CANARSIE 3 BR DUPLEX 


2 Bedroom, 1 Bath Freshly Painted, New 
Carpet Throughout, Walk to Transportation. 
$1,300 per mo. No Pets 

Call margaret 

(718)852-0051 x236 


Near Shopping - Schools 
$300,000 

Cull Glenda for u private appointment. 

Caviar Real Estate 
(718)855-4874 ers, 



No Brokers Fees! Browse & List 
Free! All Brooklyn and NY Areas. 


1 or 2 Bd. Rms. $800-$2000 
Visit www.Sublet.com 
or call 1-877-367-7368 


BENSONHURST 

Newly renovated 1 Bdrm. 
Very close to train. 
-$1,100 Per. Mo. - 
First & last + 
security required. 

(646) 932-3744 n 


COMMERCIAL SPACE 


Store For Rent 


PARK SLOPE 
PRIME LOCATION 


Rem $4250.00 

Slope Realty 718-788-7359 L14 


Atlantic Avenue 

800-1200 Square Feet 
$25 per Square Foot 

Call Margaret 

(718) 852-0051 x 236 


New Jersey 


Freehold Township 

$445,000. Cape, 4 Bdrm, 2 Bath 
1 26 Robertsville Rd. & Freehold 

Open Houses 

4/6, 4/12, 4/20, 4/26- 1 -4pm 
www.FSBD.com/1 06605 
For directions (732) 431-0649 


COOPS/CONDOS 


For Sale 


SUNSET PARK 

Sun Filled Mod. Lg. 2 Bdrm. (4.5 Rms). 
100% Coop Owned. Maint. $533.00 
ASKING $325,000 
Open House - Sunday, March 30lh 
lpm -3pm. 4401 4lhAve, Apt B2 
Coll Barbara (917) 747-8842 
Ceotury 21 De Masi Realty L 


PARKING 


Brooklyn 


MONTHLY PARKING 
CARS & TRUCKS 

Lot access 7 days a week. 
88 9th St. (near Smith St.) 

718-788-0880 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


AGENTS & BROKERS 


We Know Brooklyn Best 


All Points Real Estate 


lecializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods, 
clyn Heights •Carroll Gardens ‘Park Slope 
jm Hill •Prospect Heights «Fort Greene 

de Hill •Clinton Hill «Bed-Stuy 

dVilliamsburg/Bushwick. 

:k out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


Specializing in the Purchases and Sales af Residential Property 


FULTON STREET 
LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 390K 
Excellent Loc. 


BOERUM HILL 
LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 499K 
Tax Abated/Low CC 


CLINTON HILL 
LUXURY CONDOS 

Lr. 1-2 Br. from 449K 
Excellent Loc. 


PROSPECT PARK 
LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 339K 
Tax Abated/Low CC 


4% 


BROKER'S FEE 


254 Flatbush Avenue (between St. Marks & Prospect PL) 

(718) 230-7560 (718) 230-7563 FAX 

Email: lNFO@EtADiAREALTY.coM 


Knowledgeable. 25 + years experience. Discretion. If you at 
buying or selling in Fort Greene & Clinton Hill, I can smooth 
the buinps, avoid obstacles and get to the close on time 


Kathryn Lilly 
Prudential Douglas Elliman 

156 Montague Street 
718-780-8174 

311718-614-5542 fax 91 7-369-2503 
klilly@elliman.com 




Over 100 Services on our 
Classified & Home 
Improvement Sections 


Downzone not so 
‘Grand’ for some 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 



A wide swath of Williamsburg will be off-limits to high- 
rise developers thanks to a City Council vote last week that 
halted 14 projects, some already under construction. 

The March 26 vote downzoned a 13-block area along and 
near Grand Street and would forbid most buildings from rising 
above 50 feet — though it would allow a few 70-footers. 

Some hailed the vote as a way of preserving the low-rise 
character of the area between Berry Street and Marcy Avenue 
— blocks that downzoning supporters say were wrongly includ- 
ed in a 2005 upzoning of the Williamsburg and Greenpoint wa- 
terfront. 

“There are a lot of buildings going up that are clearly out of 
context with the neighborhood,” said Ward Dennis, chair of a 
Community Board 1 land-use committee. 

“This zoning 
will maintain the 
low to middle-scale 
quality of these 
neighborhoods 
while still allowing 
for growth.” 

By ‘out of con- 
text,’ Dennis was 
referring to such 
buildings as archi- 
tect Karl Fischer’s 
proposed 16-story 
development at 227 
Grand St., at Driggs 
Avenue. Fischer’s 
crew hurried to lay 
a foundation before 
the Council vote — 
doing so would al- 
low the project to 
be grandfathered — 
but workers missed 
the deadline. As a 
result, the Depart- 
ment of Buildings 
halted construction 
until Fischer gets 

approval for a new, five-story design - 
the property. 

“The new zoning changes things quite a bit,” Fischer said. 
“Now, [the developer] will either sell the property or try to de- 
velop it another way.” 

Like Fischer, plenty of property owners jeered the downzon- 
ing for cutting into their potential profits. 

“The [new zoning] is horrible,” said Gigi Rivera, who owns 
lots between Roebling Street and Driggs Avenue. “I was plan- 
ning to build something smaller, but now I’m going to wait and 


Karl Fischer's design for 227 Grand 
St. will need to be radically altered. 


nr the developer sells 


The downzoning also halted Nelson Cuesta’s plans to con- 
struct a four-story building with ground-floor retail and a pent- 
house at 186 Grand St. between Bedford and Driggs avenues 
— hardly a skyscraper. 

“Pretty much everyone opposes the towers, but a lot of peo- 
ple didn’t know that the downzoning would affect their smaller 
projects,” said Cuesta who also received a stop work order. 

Cuesta and his partners will need to remove the penthouse 
and cut five feet from the planned building before constmction 
can begin — caveats that might make the project fiscally impos- 
sible, he said. If they can’t find a way to profit on the property, 
they will turn their site into a parking lot, according to Cuesta. 


PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 

Accounting / Tax Service 


E-file & get your refund direct deposited in 2 weeks 
- Personal Service ■ E-file ■ Income Tax ■ Partnerships 
- Corporate Taxes - 20 + Yrs. Experience 

J. Orlando & Co. 

ACCOUNTANT 

Call (71 8) 288-2292 

By appointment, at your home or office L15 


Attorneys 


Brooklyn man falls from ladder 
$1.6 million verdict! 

Bronx man recovers $5 million 
for injuries in construction accident! 

Miller & Campson 

Call 1-866-MY FIRM 1 

Personal injury attorneys 
377 Broadway, 8th Floor NY, NY 10013 

1-212-941-0792 

www.millercampson.com 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Attorneys 


LAW OFFICES OF 
NATASHA APPLEWHITE 


A A 


We Handle ALL of Your 
LEGAL MATTERS 
Family Law ■ Divorce • 
Immigration ■ 

Will & Estates ■ Real Estate 
Civil ■ DUI 


1 39 Putnam Ave, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 238 

347-406-7862 L3i 4 


Attorneys 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 


OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 
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AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

)m Conception to Completion 
sidential, Commercial, Manufacturing 


• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 
■ Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (71 8) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.com 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 


John 

J Costelloe 


in Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Carpentry Plus 


• Window Installation • Tile Work 

Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 


Cleaning Services 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move in Clean-up 
Office • Residential • General 

71^8-573^165 

Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 

marirc6@aol.com 


Bathroom & Kitchen Tile 


Why Replace UJhen Vou Can Restore? 

R€JUV€NflT€ VOUR BATHROOM 

- Expert Refinlshing of Bathrooms, 


;$25 off; 

iflny Service i 


PRCMICR BATHS, INC. 

1-866-399-8827 


for Special Savings 


Cleaning Services 




CleanGreenMaids 

BECAUSE LIFE IS FOR LIVING 


m 

■ The 1 st & only ‘Cleaning for a Reason* in the NYC area. 
I Environmentally safe cleaning practices. Premium earth - 
people - pet friendly products. Consistently deep & 
detailed cleans. Personalized Cleaning Plans. 

IX ■ WEEKLY • BI-MONTHLY • CLEAN-INS/OUTS 
10% DISCOUNT-YEARLY CONTRACTS 
Includes 2 Detailed Green Deluxe Cleans (New Clients Only) 

Gift Certificates Available ■ HWT] 


Call (718) 383-0875 


C — ^WAEMTI ^ 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• cuaom^tehens Jobs are Owner Supervised .sang 9 
■ Fm .ttmicT na We have been .c’u^^L 

doing a great job 
for over ten years . Lo/Ss 

Lie# 1157104 718-375-8292 & 'Zded 




Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call: 718-893-4006 



EAGLE^CONTRACTORS 


ENERAL RENOVATION 
★ ★ Interior & Exterior ★ ★ 

'Carpentry ■ Kitchens ■ Bathrooms ■ Plastering' 
Painting ■ Roofing ■ Waterproofing 
Stucco ■ Brick & Concrete Work 

J" FREE ESTIMATES inm 


(718) 686-1100 


7 1 8-32 1 - 1 3S3 
7 1 8-49D-8 1 70 
www.florioconstruction.net 
- WE DO IT ALL!- 


ft 


Chris Mullins 


* 


GENERAL CONTRACTING 
Roofing • Bathrooms • Kitchens Carpentry • 

All Renovations • Brickwork • Dormers • Extensions 
Windows • Waterproofing 


718-276-8558 


100 


Over 100 Services on our 
Classified & Home 
Improvement Sections 


Cleaning Services II Contractors 


SUPER clean 
maintenance corp 

$99 Clean-out Specials (most homes) 
$50 Gutter Cleaning 
$4 Windows Cleaning 
Yard & Leaf Clean-ups 

(516) 974-8488 


Residential • Commercial 
Post Construction ■ Maid Service 
Building Maintenance ■ Carpet 8, Upholstery 
Move in-Move out 
Post-Construction Clean up 

(718) 626-8750 

greenapplemaids.com 

Insured - Bonded 132-01 


• iHurpliti's jSiiilisll 


Clock Restoration 


CLOCK RESTORATION, LTD. 

Fine clocks and mechanical 
antiques bought, sold and 
repaired. Work guaranteed. 
References Available 

Don Yule (718) 857-9831 


718-979-0913 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small ” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & Mote 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie.# FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
1266064 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway 


MTCRIORTILECO. 

• Kitchen & 
Bathroom Tiles 

• General Construction 

• Carpentry 


Tile Installation 

347-543-3450 ui 

Gaudioso 
Contracting Inc. 

Complete Interior 
Renovations 
Licensed & Insured 

You don't pay a dime 
until the job's complete. 
Call Anthony 
718-858-8588 
347-731-4464 
Locally Owned & Operat 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 

Call (718) 450-1851 

X (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 
Fully Insured •Lic#1252474 A31 u 

KNOCKOUT 

RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS -REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 


Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 

Vie^ previous projects @ 

718-745-0722 


DECKS 


by Bart 


at 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15 + years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


Demolition II Exterminator 


NAM m-~ 
f DEMOLITION 

& EXCAVATION 
Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 


FREE ESTIMATES!!^ 

(718) 965-8024 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


USA EXTERMINATORS 

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL 
"Safest Methods Used" 

■ Termite ■ Flea Control ■ Roaches 

■ Rats ■ Bed Bugs ■ Wasps ■ Moths 

■ Bats ■ Hornets ■ Ms ■ Bees ■ Rodent 
Proofing ■ Squirrels ■ Termite Inspections 
FHA.VA Inspections 
TERMITE /v 
EXPERTS (J&\ 

Licensed & Insured • ■ . ' 

718-832-0900 

Senior Citizen Discount 
$15 OFF Any Initial Visit 123 

ADS WORK! 



We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 


Christopher John 


Call 718-389-9898 

www.ChristJon.com 


QC 

UND§CA<Pk 

C ° ntr actors Incorporated ^ 

Design, Installation and Maintenance 

Urban Garden Specialists 
(718) 922.2900 


Amighini Architectural Inc. 

THE BEST ANTIQUE SALVAGE DOORS AND MORE 



■ 116 3RD PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 

■ 92 PROSPECT PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 

■ 102 WILLOW ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 223 WYCKOFF ST. BROOKLYN NY 


■ 355 4TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 379 4TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 418 13th St. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 445 54th St. BROOKLYN NY 





i ! 


Since 1969 Father 8t Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 


Floor Maintenance 


Lic#l 269932 Bonded 

MASTER FLOORING 

INSTALLATION • SANDING ■ FINISHING 

All kinds of Hardwood Floors & Lamination 
Wooden Stairs • Handrail 
Manufacturing • Installation Repairs 
Reasonable Pricing 

(646) 523-7084 L3115 

* Kells * 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 
Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 
kellswoodfloors@yahoo.com 


It’s Spring! 

Lf Wake up your garden 
Garden Service 
Annuals, perrennials, installations, 
maintenance, general clean-up, 
Brownstone, Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


■ Doors ■ Pain 
Brick Work ■ Concrete 
Kitchens ■ Bathrooms 
- Ask for Bobby - 

(718) 529-2244 
(917) 825-6357 u 


CALL NED 


Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

71 8-871 -1504 A3130 
KBM Handyman Services 

FREE ESTIMATE 

(718)763-0379 

All Your Handyman Needs 

Painting • Plastering 
Sheetrock • Doors • Etc. 
Quality Work • Dependable Service 

No Job Too Small - Free Estimates 

Call Stan 347-623-1578 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 


■LHWiMJIOLOGYru 


LOCKSMITH 

Leeks changed, installed, repaired 

• Pick-proof, hi-security locks 

• Safes-cnmbination changes 


• Locks to fit odd-sized doors 

CALL FRANK-KEY 

Ornier operated -tlyrs in Bmtlye 

(718) 447-8144 

H Commercial Lock, Inc. S© 
Dept of Consumer Affairs Loc#0790B99 


Movers (Licensed) 




TOP HAT MOVERS - 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY. 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 



Tear Off Specialist 
Hot Tar & 

Hot Tar Coatings 

OUR MOTTO: 

'Get The Job Done Right 
The 1st Time!" 
STORM DAMAGE 

We Will Deal With Your 
Insurance Company 


Flat Roofs • Shingles 
Slate • Tile • Shakes 
Gutters • Leaders • Copper 




Movers (Licensed) 


m ra & m m 

www.Arikmoving.com 
Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-3 21-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


A-1 JAYS WAY 

MOVING 

amily owned and operated for 


Master Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, 
Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

(718) 834-0470 ^ 

PRIDE & QUALITY 
PAINTING 


Mildews; Water Damage 

-FREE ESTIMATES - 

(718) 701-3016 


^ JP 

n Interiors Inc. 


-> Established 1995 


SUNSHINE 

PAINTING RESTORATION 
COMPANY 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 
Licensed & Insured ^ 

(866) 748-6990 
www.sunshinepaintingny.com 




Complete Apt. & Hr 

Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 

CertaPro Painters 


Residential. 
Commercial. Interior. 
Exterior. 

You don't pay a dime until 
the job's complete. 

718 - 858-8588 

347 - 731-4464 

Call Anthony to schedule 
your free estimate. 
Locally Owned & Operated 


Stripping & Refinishing of Fine Hardwood 


Demetrious 
(718) 783-4868 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
■ m Plumbing 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


B BENSON 
ROOFING 

Home Improvement ■ Specializing in Roofs 
• Rubberized Roof • SBS Cold Process 
• Shingle Roofs • New Roofs • Gutters 
• Leaders • Skylights • Roofing • Repair 
• Waterproofing • Free Estimates 
■ All Work Guaranteed 
■Fully Insured Lie 11 5908 
1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11223 
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-350^ 

STANDARD CONSTRUCTION & ROOFING CORP. 


is -SERVING ALL 5 BOROUGHS 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


MORE 

HOME IMROVEMENT 


ON PAGE 15 



























































